


          
          
         14/5/2021 
 
Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the  Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building.  Apart from the replacement 
of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any evidence that any 
works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 
Open.  Council officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens and 
have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 

Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks the efforts of our 
members. The lack of communication from Council as to plans for repair / 
replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 





Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  

 

  





















 
 
 
From:   
Sent: Monday, 8 March 2021 3:29 PM
To: Macedon Ranges Shire Council <mrscmail@mrsc.vic.gov.au>
Subject: Formal Budget submission request - Malmsbury strategic planning
 
Hello
At the suggestion of Councillors below, I am sending this as a formal budget
submission.
Thank you
Regards

From: 

Sent: Saturday, March 6, 2021 5:49 pm
To: Cr Jennifer Anderson; Cr Janet Pearce; Cr Mark Ridgeway
Subject: Malmsbury - strategic planning 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Council. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.
 
Dear Mayor & Councillors (representing West Ward) 
I just wanted to get in touch around strategic planning in relation
to Malmsbury.
There is a current planning application that has triggered the
enquiry, but it is not the specific application I wanted to raise.
I spoke with  from Strategic Planning (who
has been very helpful) re the below and asked if it was something
I should raise with Councillors and he confirmed it would be
appropriate, particularly in context of upcoming budget
considerations in a couple of months.
The email below is fairly self-explanatory but it touches on the
following
- updating planning for Malmsbury, with the last studies some
time ago, and prior to the bypass - looking at future population
needs (query projections for the next 10, 20 years+)
- extensive commercial zoning - having regard to future
population needs, can this be reduced, particularly in the areas
where commercial on one side and residential (including historic
buildings) on the other
- developing guidelines recommended in July 2006 report with
community consultation - in relation to streetscapes - in particular
bulk, scale, height etc - for assessing planning applications
The absence of guidelines means that these issues arise on a case-
by-case basis - as in happening at the moment - which is not ideal
in a small community for harmonious relationships where there
are objectors to a proposal involving people who will be joining
the local community; all acknowledge the aim is for acceptable
outcome for all parties.





The bypassing of the village by the
freeway has reduced the likelihood
of an unmet demand for commercial
premises and the focus really needs
to be on the needs of the local
community.
From the perspective of now, there
clearly is no commercial need -
having lived in Malmsbury for many
years I have seen a multitude of
businesses come and go in the main
street - many relatively short lived -
there is not the community to
support them, particularly now the
freeway has been diverted. Currently
there are a number of empty
commercial premises including the
Tin Shed which has been empty for
some time. The small weatherboard
former church on the other side of
the road failed as a restaurant
through a number of business
owners and is now used as a
residence - I recall one of the
restaurant owners observing that
they received little support from the
local community - most came from
elsewhere.
In terms of the future, it would be
interesting to understand if
population projections are such that
Clowes St land would be needed for
commercial development. This
seems unlikely - see extracted
observations in the Small Towns
Study Final Report (below) where it
was stated that not all land required
for business development was likely
to be required - and suggested
rezoning some parts of the highway
business zone being “contrary to a
rural village setting” - if it is contrary
to the village setting on the highway
it is definitely contrary to a village
setting in an otherwise residential
street (and noting that in the
Malmsbury UDS this area was not
even highlighted as part of the
relevant village precinct - see
below). Surely it would be better to
maintain the land along the old
Calder for commercial development
of a strip (if ever needed and query
this), rather than encroaching on the



existing residential areas - moreover
residential areas with a significant
heritage buildings/streetscape.
Perhaps consideration could be given
to rezoning this area, or at least the
Council exercising a discretion to
allow wholly residential
developments.

From recollection, according to the owners
of  some years ago who
applied for planning permission for two
residences suitable for elderly residents
(which had the potential to enable elderly
residents to stay in the community rather
than leave when their larger properties
became too much to manage) together
with a B&B, it was reported that Council
said the development was not sufficiently
commercial - whether that was the case or
not, there is an understanding around town
that there needs to be a commercial
element in order for an application to be
approved.
I would like to suggest Council should
consider whether a commercial element is
in fact necessary for this strip of Clowes St
when it is exercising a discretion.
Bulk, scale and height; This issue was
identified as important in the Macedon
Ranges Small Towns Study Final Report
July 2006, which said: Protect the
landscape and built form characteristics
and qualities of residential areas in
Malmsbury, promoting the theme of a rural
village. No further land should be rezoned
at this time as there is land available for
development in excess of 10 years supply.
Apply the findings of the Kyneton Shire
Heritage Study 1991 in consideration of
development proposals and works in public
areas. Undertake a neighbourhood
character study of areas in the Residential
1 Zone, and prepare a Neighbourhood
Character Overlay for inclusion in the
Planning Scheme. The planning control
should include guidelines relating to
streetscapes, built form (bulk, scale,
height), materials and colours, garden
settings and fencing. So far as I can gather
the proposed guidelines have not been
developed as yet? It would be helpful if this
could occur and involve a consultation
process.
Macedon Ranges Small Towns Study Final
Report, July 2006 (highlighting on
document as provided by council)
<image001.jpg>
<image002.jpg>
Malmsbury Urban Design Framework 2003
(highlighting on document as provided by
council)
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Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the Woodend Golf Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building.  Apart from the replacement 
of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any evidence that any 
works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 
Open.  Council officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens and 
have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 

Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks the efforts of our 
members. The lack of communication from Council as to plans for repair / 



replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future.  There is also a 
significant risk that someone may be injured because the building is not up to 
building code.  

 

When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k does not appear in the 
carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this amount in the carried 
forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and Projects we can see that 
there has been projects set aside for Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal 
and toilets renewal.  We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned here at all. We 
would like Macedon Ranges Council to explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been 
prioritised above Woodend Golf Club when: 

a) Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than the membership of 
any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle Range 

b) Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people of all ages and 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities 

c) There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 2020/21 budget 
Action:  MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range clubroom and toilet has 
been prioritised over the Woodend Golf Club given the greater community benefit 
and greater diversity and inclusion of our club.  
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  

 

 







3.
If you would prefer, you
can also upload a written
submission here
Do you wish to speak at
the Council Meeting on
16 June in regards to your
submission?

No

Tell us about you

First name

Address
Town
Postcode
Phone
Email address
How did you find out
about this? Council's website

 



1

From: Macedon Ranges Shire Council - do not reply <noreply@openforms.com>
Sent: Monday, 17 May 2021 10:55 AM
To: Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Subject: Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22)
Attachments: Budget Submission Letter.docx

Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan 

feedback (2021/22) 

Have your say 

Please share your feedback. 
I would like to know what the intention of the 
council is in regard to the moneys for the 
Woodend Golf Club 

If you would prefer, you can 
also upload a written 
submission here 

Budget Submission Letter.docx 

Do you wish to speak at the 
Council Meeting on 16 June in 
regards to your submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone 
Email address  
How did you find out about 
this? Word of mouth 

009



          
 
 
 
 
Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the Woodend Golf Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building.  Apart from the replacement 
of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any evidence that any 
works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 
Open.  Council officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens and 
have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 

Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks the efforts of our 
members. The lack of communication from Council as to plans for repair / 



replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future.  There is also a 
significant risk that someone may be injured because the building is not up to 
building code.  

 

When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k does not appear in the 
carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this amount in the carried 
forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and Projects we can see that 
there has been projects set aside for Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal 
and toilets renewal.  We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned here at all. We 
would like Macedon Ranges Council to explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been 
prioritised above Woodend Golf Club when: 

a) Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than the membership of 
any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle Range 

b) Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people of all ages and 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities 

c) There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 2020/21 budget 
Action:  MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range clubroom and toilet has 
been prioritised over the Woodend Golf Club given the greater community benefit 
and greater diversity and inclusion of our club.  
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  
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evidence that any works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 
• disability access - we have a member with MS who has 
great difficulty getting in and out of the club rooms 
• safety of the access points - many of our members are 
elderly and there is a significant trip, slip and fall hazard 
around the entry points, particularly in winter when the clay 
is slippery 
• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten 
boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and 
installed three ovens which we use for catering purposes on 
our large event days like the Woodend Open. Council 
officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens 
and have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 
Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks 
the efforts of our members. The lack of communication 
from Council as to plans for repair / replacement of our 
clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future. 
There is also a significant risk that someone may be injured 
because the building is not up to building code.  
 
When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k 
does not appear in the carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this 
amount in the carried forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and 
Projects we can see that there has been projects set aside for 
Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal and t oilets 
renewal. We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned here 
at all. We would like Macedon Ranges Council to explain 
how Kyneton Rifle Range has been prioritised above 
Woodend Golf Club when: 
a) Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than 
the membership of any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle 
Range 
b) Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, 
people of all ages and people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities 
c) There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 
2020/21 budget 
Action: MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range 
clubroom and toilet has been prioritised over the Woodend 
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Golf Club given the greater community benefit and greater 
diversity and inclusion of our club.  

Regards 
 

If you would prefer, 
you can also upload 
a written 
submission here 
Do you wish to 
speak at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find 
out about this? Word of mouth 
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s

From: Macedon Ranges Shire Council - do not reply <noreply@openforms.com>
Sent: Monday, 17 May 2021 3:21 PM
To: Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Subject: Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22)
Attachments: Budget Submission Letter .docx

Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan 

feedback (2021/22) 

Have your say 

Please share your feedback. See attached. 
If you would prefer, you can also upload a written 
submission here 

Budget Submission 
Letter .docx 

Do you wish to speak at the Council Meeting on 16 
June in regards to your submission? No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address 
How did you find out about this? Word of mouth 

011



          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the Woodend Golf Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building.  Apart from the replacement 
of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any evidence that any 
works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 





Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  
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How did you find 
out about this? 

Community newsletter 
Council's website 
Word of mouth 
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elderly and there is a significant trip, slip and fall hazard 
around the entry points, particularly in winter when the clay 
is slippery 
rising damp 
mould 
vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and 
installed three ovens which we use for catering purposes on 
our large event days like the Woodend Open. Council 
officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens 
and have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 
Essentially as a club we ha ve survived for 115 years thanks 
the efforts of our members. The lack of communication 
from Council as to plans for repair / replacement of our 
clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future. 
There is also a significant risk that someone may be injured 
because the building is not up to building code.  
 
When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k 
does not appear in the carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this 
amount in the carried forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and 
Projects we can see that there has been projects set aside for 
Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal and toilets 
renewal. We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned 
here at all. We would like Macedon Ranges Council to 
explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been prioritised 
above Woodend Golf Club when: 
Woodend Golf Clu b has 255 members, much higher than 
the membership of any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle 
Range 
Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people 
of all ages and people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities 
There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 
2020/21 budget 
Action: MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range 
clubroom and toilet has been prioritised over the Woodend 
Golf Club given the greater community benefit and greater 
diversity and inclusion of our club.  

If you would prefer, 
you can also upload 
a written submission 
here 
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Do you wish to 
speak at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address   
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find 
out about this? 

Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn) 
Word of mouth 
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Email address  
How did you find out 
about this? eNewsletter 
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appropriate standard, with a further commitment expected 
this year. A significant investment in our club house would; 
1) allow local community groups to access our facility to 
maximise utilisation of the clubhouse and site 2) make our 
facility accessible for everyone regardless of ability 3) 
compliment the improved condition of the golf course to 
become a premie r attraction for not only MRS residents, 
but also visitors to the region 4) allow the committee to hire 
out the venue for private and corporate functions to derive a 
secondary income to further our overall facilities and 
offerings. Thank you for taking the time to read my 
feedback and I would be happy to discuss further if you 
have any questions. Regards,  

If you would prefer, 
you can also upload 
a written 
submission here 

 

Do you wish to 
speak at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find 
out about this? 

Council's website 
Word of mouth 
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standards. From general appearance to access, toilets and 
upgrade to car park, lighting and ease of use. 
 
Even with councils pool of workers / machines and 
materials, a solution, joint project, partnering can be 
explored to improve the facility so many more in our 
great community can access.  
 
Regards 
 

  
If you would prefer, 
you can also upload a 
written submission 
here 

 

Do you wish to speak 
at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June in 
regards to your 
submission? 

Yes 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find out 
about this? Word of mouth 
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First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  

How did you find out 
about this? 

Local newspaper 
Shire Life magazine 
Word of mouth 
Other: CONTINUING PROBLEM! 
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If you would prefer, 
you can also upload 
a written 
submission here 

 

Do you wish to 
speak at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name   
Last name  
Address  
Town   
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find 
out about this? Other: The committee of the Woodend Golf Club 

 

 

    

 





Mulgutherie Way bridge and 
path project:

concerns from local residents

March 2021



What has been built?



A 2.5m wide concrete path has been built in a culturally and environmental sensitive 
roadside area outside the Gisborne township boundary without community consultation

Members of the community have expressed concern with the scale of the works and lack 
of proper consideration of the environment that it has been built within

Project benefits could have been realised with a lower cost, more environmentally 
sensitive design by having genuine stakeholder and community engagement

Context of path and bridge that has been constructed









Wildlife living along this corridor
(Between Gisborne township 

and Hobbs Rd)



Photos taken by local residents in roadside areas between Gisborne township and 
Hobbs Rd between 2018-2020.  This is not inner city Melbourne!!!



Cultural Heritage 
Considerations





Environmental 
Considerations







Community Engagement 
considerations



Mulgutherie Way bridge and path project – there was no community consultation – why not???

Residents tried to proactively engage early with MRSC however council did not consider feedback or 
provide genuine community consultation

4 July 2020 (local resident):
…I was hoping to find out more about the following project, ie plans and scope of the project, could you please assist? 
There is very limited information on the website
6 July 2020 (MRSC):
The project seeks to link the existing footpath at Mulguthrie Way with the informal track that leads along the roadside to 
Bullengarook.
6 July 2020 (local resident):
I understand the sensitivities with the environment as well…Hopefully the tracks natural feel can be retained with and 
future upgrades along it, as I think if it was concrete or bitumen all the way to Hobbs Rd it would lose the natural feel and
its appeal.
7 July 2020 (MRSC):
Council is looking into options for recognising that trail as a natural or off-road track…basically retaining it in the current 
state…It’s too early to say exactly what the process will be in recognising that track and whether or not there will be a 
period of community consultation
14 Jan 2021 (local resident):
Just a query about the track (being built), the bridge looks massive - you could fit a truck on it! The rest of the tracks is 
0.5m wide and I'm concerned that the rural dirt track is going to be turned into highway.
20 Jan 2021 (MRSC):
The new path is designed in concrete at 2.5m wide in accordance with current standards for a shared path.
20 Jan 2021 (local resident):
…as a local resident who wants to keep the rural feel of Gisborne in tact I believe this not a good outcome for the 
community or the environment…I was under the impression that the rural feel would be maintained. It is shaping up to be 
more like an inner city development….It would be disappointing if one day we are ‘told’ that the 4km rural off road track is 
converted to a concrete highway

5 months before 
construction 
commenced

After construction 
commenced (no 
pre-works 
notification from 
MRSC)



MRSC Biodiversity Strategy
relevant extracts







Why was this not given 
more consideration for 
this project?

Why was this not given 
more consideration for 
this project?



MRSC Environmental 
Strategy – relevant extracts



Why was this not given more 
consideration for this project? A 
much more environmentally 
sensitive design could have 
provided the same project benefits



Where is this 
document or how are 
the principles being 
applied?



Why was this not given 
more consideration for 
this project?





Walking and Cycling Strategy 
(2014)

relevant extracts





Gisborne Futures 
relevant extracts









Other bridges and path 
designs in Gisborne





Mulgutherie Way

inside town boundary No

high traffic No

design respects natural 
surrounds No

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises
impact on environment No

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place No

cost effective No

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path Yes





Bridge B

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Bridge C

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Bridge D

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Bridge E

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Bridge F

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Bridge G

inside town boundary Yes

high traffic Yes

design respects natural 
surrounds Yes

overall design of path 
and bridge minimises 
impact on environment Yes

identified as priority 
path in future planning No

Commuity consultation 
taken place n/a

cost effective Yes

Community concerns 
with current bridge and 
path design No



Other bridges and path 
designs outside of Gisborne



West Wimmera shire council – recycled plastic boardwalk 

- Low environmental impact
- Environmentally friendly materials
- Mute colours to blend in to surrounds
- Design respects the natural surrounds
- Durable
- Fit for purpose (not over designed)
- Low cost



Ferntree Gully – recycled plastic boardwalk 

- Low environmental impact
- Environmentally friendly materials
- Mute colours to blend in to surrounds
- Design respects the natural surrounds
- Durable
- Fit for purpose (not over designed)
- Low cost



Murray Bridge – recycled plastic bridge

- Low environmental impact
- Environmentally friendly materials
- Mute colours to blend in to surrounds
- Design respects the natural surrounds
- Durable
- Fit for purpose (not over designed)
- Low cost



General Observations:
- The new path is wider than 90% of the paths in town (most are 1.5m wide)
- The new bridge is much wider than other bridges in town (3m wide!)
- The new path is in a low traffic area, it is not on the priority path list
- The style of the bridge and path would fit in well in suburban Melbourne – not in Gisborne
- The new path is outside the 30 year town boundary and connects to a 4km long nature trail
- A much narrower trail with a boardwalk or similar would have been more appropriate and in 

keeping with the surrounding environment
- ParksVic regularly design and build paths in sensitive areas such as this with great outcomes. 
- A 2.5m wide concrete paths would not be an option for ParksVic in an area such as this.

Other bridge and path designs



Issues List



1. No community consultation
2. It appears Traditional Owners were not consulted (MRSC to confirm)
3. Design does not consider the surrounding environment
4. High environmental impact in a sensitive roadside area
5. No Business Case to justify infrastructure of this scale (ie low traffic, outside town boundary)
6. High cost
7. Outdated MRSC council standards (ie 2.5m wide concrete paths the default position)
8. Missing council strategy documents (Roadside Management Plan?)
9. Council standards/strategies not being considered appropriately (ie Biodiversity, Environmental 

Strategies)
10. Risk assessment protocols.  MRSC said the path had to be built as a 2.5m wide concrete path to 

avoid ‘risk.’  What risk?  What about all the other risks?  How were all risks taken into account 
to inform the design of the path? 

11. This approach to infrastructure delivery does not provide local residents any confidence for 
future projects (ie Gisborne Futures, Macedon Ranges Trail project, future extensions to this 
track etc)

Mugutherie Way bridge and path issues



Gisborne Community 
Sentiment towards 

Inappropriate Development
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grow ing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to 
a current number of 250 
applying for grants and following sound financial 
management to improve our financial position to maintain 
our payroll commitment and other operational expenses 
grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior 
clinic programme on Tuesday evenings which has had up 
to 40 juniors enrolled 
undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 
In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council set aside $200k to bring the Woodend Golf Club 
Clubhouse up to Building. Apart from the replacement of 
some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any 
evidence that any works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 
disability access - we have a member with MS who has 
great difficulty getting in and out of the club rooms 
safety of the access points - many of our members are 
elderly and there is a signif icant trip, slip and fall hazard 
around the entry points, particularly in winter when the 
clay is slippery 
rising damp 
mould 
vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten 
boards 
ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and 
installed three ovens which we use for catering purposes 
on our large event days like the Woodend Open. Council 
officers have placed out of service tags on two of the 
ovens and have said that there are no plans to replace or 
repair 
Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years 
thanks the efforts of our members. The lack of 
communication from Council as to plans for repair / 
replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst 
our members and is making it difficult for the committee 
to plan for the future. There is also a significant risk that 
someone may be injured because the building is not up to 
building code.  
 
When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 t he $200k 
does not appear in the carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include 
this amount in the carried forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and 
Projects we can see that there has been projects set aside 
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for Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal and 
toilets renewal. We cannot see Woodend Golf Club 
mentioned here at all. We would like Macedon Ranges 
Council to explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been 
prioritised above Woodend Golf Club when: 
Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than 
the membership of any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle 
Range 
Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people 
of all ages and people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities 
There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 
2020/21 budget 
Action: MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range 
clubroom and toilet has been prioritised over the Woodend 
Golf Club given the greater comm unity benefit and 
greater diversity and inclusion of our club.  
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1. Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 
The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget 
report.  
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House 
Works. As mentioned we have see no evidence of any 
works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range. 
 
Appendix 2. Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 
The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.  
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club 
House Works.  
 
 
Appendix 3. Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 
The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring 
Programs and Projects Items in the Draft Annual Budget 
2021/22.  
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club 
House Works.  
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range i s listed for Clubrooms 
renewal and Toilets renewal. We would argue that there is 
less community use and by a less gender and age diverse 
range of community members of the Rifle Range than 
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there is of the Woodend Golf Club.  
 
Appendix 4. Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 
The below image is an extract from Potential Future 
Capital Projects Items in the Draft Annual Budget 
2021/22.  
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to 
building code that was planned for 20/21 was not only not 
completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a 
“potential” project with no committed timeframe.  

If you would prefer, 
you can also upload a 
written submission 
here 

 

Do you wish to speak 
at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find out 
about this? eNewsletter 

 

 

    

 





          
 
 
 
 
Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the Woodend Golf Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building Code compliance.  Apart 
from the replacement of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen 
any evidence that any works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 
Open.  Council officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens and 
have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 

Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks the efforts of our 
members. The lack of communication from Council as to plans for repair / 



replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future.  There is also a 
significant risk that someone may be injured because the building is not up to 
building code.  

 

When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k does not appear in the 
carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this amount in the carried 
forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and Projects we can see that 
there have been projects set aside for Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal 
and toilets renewal.  We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned here at all. We 
would like Macedon Ranges Council to explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been 
prioritised above Woodend Golf Club when: 

a) Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than the membership of 
any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle Range 

b) Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people of all ages and 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities 

c) There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 2020/21 budget 
Action:  MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range clubroom and toilet has 
been prioritised over the Woodend Golf Club given the greater community benefit 
and greater diversity and inclusion of our club.  
 
Regards 

 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  

 

 





          
 
 
 
 
Mr Bernie O’Sullivan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
PO Box 151 
Kyneton VIC 3444  
 
RE:  Draft Budget/Revenue and Rating Plan feedback (2021/22) 
 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 
 
In the past year the committee and members of the Woodend Golf Club have worked 
hard to overcome the challenges of COVID.  Some of the significant achievements of 
the club and committee include: 

• growing our membership from around 120 in Feb 2020 to a current number of 
250 

• applying for grants and following sound financial management to improve our 
financial position to maintain our payroll commitment and other operational 
expenses 

• grown our junior membership to 30 and started a junior clinic programme on 
Tuesday evenings which has had up to 40 juniors enrolled 

• undertaken improvements to the greens and fairways 

In the 2000/21 Budget Report, Macedon Ranges Shire Council set aside $200k to 
bring the Woodend Golf Club Clubhouse up to Building.  Apart from the replacement 
of some bearers underneath the bar area we have not seen any evidence that any 
works have been undertaken.  
 
Some of the concerns we have with our facility are: 

• disability access - we have a member with MS who has great difficulty getting in 
and out of the club rooms 

• safety of the access points - many of our members are elderly and there is a 
significant trip, slip and fall hazard around the entry points, particularly in winter 
when the clay is slippery 

• rising damp 
• mould 
• vermin accessing the kitchen from outside via rotten boards 
• ability to cater for major events - the club purchased and installed three ovens 

which we use for catering purposes on our large event days like the Woodend 
Open.  Council officers have placed out of service tags on two of the ovens and 
have said that there are no plans to replace or repair 

Essentially as a club we have survived for 115 years thanks the efforts of our 
members. The lack of communication from Council as to plans for repair / 



replacement of our clubhouse is causing concern amongst our members and is 
making it difficult for the committee to plan for the future.  There is also a 
significant risk that someone may be injured because the building is not up to 
building code.  

 

When reviewing the Draft Budget for 2021/22 the $200k does not appear in the 
carried forward items.  
ACTION: MRSC to update the Draft budget to include this amount in the carried 
forward items 
 
When reviewing the Capital and Recurring Programs and Projects we can see that 
there has been projects set aside for Kyneton Rifle Range for Clubrooms renewal 
and toilets renewal.  We cannot see Woodend Golf Club mentioned here at all. We 
would like Macedon Ranges Council to explain how Kyneton Rifle Range has been 
prioritised above Woodend Golf Club when: 

a) Woodend Golf Club has 255 members, much higher than the membership of 
any club affiliated with Kyneton Rifle Range 

b) Our membership includes 30 juniors, many women, people of all ages and 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities 

c) There was no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range in the 2020/21 budget 
Action:  MRSC to explain how the Kyneton Rifle Range clubroom and toilet has 
been prioritised over the Woodend Golf Club given the greater community benefit 
and greater diversity and inclusion of our club.  
 
Regards 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 1.  Extract from Budget Report 2020/21 

The below image is an extract from the 2020/21 budget report.   
Note that Woodend Golf Club is listed for Club House Works.  As mentioned we 
have see no evidence of any works being completed.  
Also note that there is no mention of Kyneton Rifle Range.  

 
  



Appendix 2.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Carried Forward Items in the Draft Annual 
Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   

 

 

  



Appendix 3.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Capital Recurring Programs and Projects Items 
in the Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
Note that there is no item for Woodend Golf Club, Club House Works.   
Note that Kyneton Rifle Range is listed for Clubrooms renewal and Toilets renewal.  
We would argue that there is less community use and by a less gender and age 
diverse range of community members of the Rifle Range than there is of the 
Woodend Golf Club.  

 



Appendix 4.  Extract from Draft Annual Budget 2021/22 

The below image is an extract from Potential Future Capital Projects Items in the 
Draft Annual Budget 2021/22.   
It appears that the work to bring the clubhouse up to building code that was planned 
for 20/21 was not only not completed but also not carried forward and has now gone 
from a committed project in the previous year to a “potential” project with no 
committed timeframe.  

 

 



From:
To: John Hausler; Cr Annette Death; Cr Geoff Neil; Cr Anne Moore; Cr Dominic Bonanno; Cr Bill West; Cr Rob

Guthrie; Cr Janet Pearce; Cr Mark Ridgeway; Cr Jennifer Anderson
Cc:
Subject: 2021 Budget Submission for Ash Wednesday Park
Date: Thursday, 20 May 2021 7:54:07 PM
Attachments: 20-05-01 Approved at Special-Council-Meeting-2020-05-01-CX3-Attachment-2-Ash-Wednesday-Park-Master-

Plan (1).pdf
2021-22 Budget Submission - Ash Wednesday Park.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Council. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr. Hausler, Mayor and Councillors,

Attached please find the 2021 Budget Submission for funding to be allocated for the approved
Master Plan at Ash Wednesday Park.
I have also attached (for your convenience) a copy of the Ash Wednesday Park Master Plan.

Please note that 
I wish to speak and present the submission at a submitters meeting.

Should you have any queries do not hesitate to contact me or 
 any time.

Regards,

024
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Introduction 
The Ash Wednesday Park master plan has been developed by Council with the Macedon 
community in 2019 and 2020.   
The master plan is to provide guidance for future development of the park, and, as best 
practice, takes a holistic view of the public open space in this area that is managed by 
Council. As a result the master plan considers both the actual parcel of land Ash 
Wednesday Park sits on and the public open space towards Jubilee Hall. 
The master plan considers the preservation of the natural environmental attributes, 
capturing and showcasing the history of the park which encompasses Indigenous 
heritage/culture, Ash Wednesday fires, and the connectivity between points of interest 
(train station, public toilets, Jubilee Hall, primary school, Macedon township and Mount 
Players Theatre etc.) and the park.   
A copy of the master plan is included as an appendix to this report, along with supporting 
documents such as costed, staged implementation plan, planting schedule and materials 
palette. 

Vision  
The master plan lays out an approach to the improvement of Ash Wednesday Park over 
the next 10 to 20 years.  The intention is to preserve and regenerate the ecological value 
of the park, while improving visitor facilities in a considered and appropriate way.  This 
plan aims to pay respect to the history of the park, including its purpose as a place of 
memorial.   

Background 
Ash Wednesday Park is a small yet important park located on Smith Street in Macedon 
with adjoining Council managed open space towards Jubilee Hall also used by the 
community albeit as a bush land area.  Council is the land owner and manager of the park 
with adjacent land ownership shared with VicTrack, Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning and private residents.   
The park is classified as a district level playground in Council’s Playground Strategy 2009-
2014 and is well used by local residents and visitors due to the natural shade, serenity 
and close proximity to the township, train station, Jubilee Hall and Mount Players Theatre.   
Current facilities include a barbecue shelter, playground, drinking fountain and multiple 
picnic settings and park benches.  The closest public toilets are located 125m away, 
further along Smith Street opposite the Macedon Railway Hotel.  Jubilee Hall is also 
located within the Park and is managed by the Macedon Ranges Community Halls Inc.  
Council’s Open Space Strategy 2013 outlines a priority project for Macedon/Mount 
Macedon to ‘prepare a master plan for Ash Wednesday Park. 
Council’s Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 2018-2028 outlines a key direction of the 
Macedon/Mount Macedon district to ‘continue to work with the local community to explore 
opportunities to establish a significant play space/community hub (e.g. multipurpose 
stage, amphitheatre, picnic areas and play space).  The strategy also includes action 1.1.2 
‘implement priority recommendations from the Shire’s Open Space Strategy including… 
preparing a master plan for Ash Wednesday Park in Macedon.’   
In 2018, the Macedon and Mt Macedon Business and Tourism Association (‘MMMBATA’) 
made a submission to Council’s budget process and were successful in securing funding 
towards the development of a master plan to guide future development for the park.  
Pollen Studio were engaged to develop both a master plan and a costed, staged 
implementation plan.  
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Consultation  
Pollen Studio and Council have worked closely with the local community throughout the 
consultation process, to develop a master plan which reflects many views and priorities 
amongst the local residents.   

Brainstorming session  
An initial brainstorming session was facilitated by Pollen Studio and provided an 
opportunity for residents to create their wish list for Ash Wednesday Park and to help 
inform the draft master plan.   
Overall, a high level of priority was placed on retaining the natural bush setting of the park, 
improving existing conditions and use.  Suggestions included:  

 Park etiquette signage (pick up after your dog, no heat bead barbecues, take 
rubbish home etc.) 

 Signage to inform ecology of the park (species of trees, wildlife in park) 
 Infrastructure upgrades to include bike rack, bike repair station, outdoor fitness 

equipment, a stage with electricity, skate park, playground improvements, 
extension of shelter and barbecue facilities, inclusion of a public toilet 

 Monument to reflect Ash Wednesday fires memorial  
 Changes to parking to create accessible and minibus parking, installation of 

bollards  
 Improved drainage and formalization of water way, including upgrade of bridge 

crossing  
 Improved weed management and revegetation areas, including potential bush 

tucker planting  
 Improved connectivity between train station/viaduct and Jubilee Hall/primary 

school.  Including internal walking paths between regeneration areas.  

Walk-shop  
After consideration from internal Council departments, the ideas and suggestions 
discussed at the brainstorming session were collated to inform a first draft master plan, 
which was subsequently presented to local residents at an onsite ‘walk-shop’ facilitated by 
Pollen Studio.   
Members of the community engaged in a walking tour and open discussions/debate on 
the elements included in the updated plan.  It also provided an opportunity for both Pollen 
Studio and Council officers to engage in discussions regarding the rationale behind why 
certain elements and facilities were included/excluded from the first draft master plan.   
Discussion topics and feedback included:  

 Effects of redevelopment and increasing capacity of the park  
 Inclusion of skate friendly elements (e.g. Steel rimmed curbs or bollards) within 

the park, rather than a skate park facility  
 General consensus on location of the stage, with an emphasis on a 

multipurpose structure  
 Regeneration boundaries and maintaining open grassy areas 
 Dispersing facilities around the shelter to avoid congestion and reduce risk with 

high pedestrian and car traffic  
 Removable bollards to reduce vehicle access to inner road, creating flat space 

for bike/scooters etc. yet ability to open in busy periods  
 Some support for the inclusion of a public toilet.  

Each person in attendance was provided the opportunity to vote on their priorities for the 
park which has helped inform the staged implementation plan.  
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Public Exhibition of Draft Master Plan 
 
Council resolved at its meeting on 23 October 2019 to approve the draft master plan  for 
a four week period of community consultation in November 2019. 
 
The draft master plan underwent a period of community consultation over a four week 
period from 4 November to 30 November 2019, which included: 
 

 Comments sought on Council’s ‘Have Your Say’ web page 
 Comment sought directly from those on the established stakeholder contact list 

including previous submitters 
 Promotion via Council’s social media. 

 
All feedback received has been considered by Council’s environment, parks and 
recreation officers and the consultants in terms of guiding the final master plan, with the 
following key changes made to the document: 
 

 Inclusion of car park upgrade works into the master plan implementation plan as 
item 1.10 

 Inclusion of weed management as part of the project description for items 1.02 
and 1.09 in the master plan implementation plan so as to re-emphasise the 
importance of this work 

 Revision of the master plan plant list and indicate that these are guidelines and 
subject to final approval by the relevant authorities at implementation 

 Clarification on the need to undertake further investigations and seek approvals 
when determining the final precise location of the proposed multi-purpose stage 

 Clarification on the ongoing annual maintenance cost for assets developed 
through the master plan, noting more accurate assessment of future 
maintenance costs should be undertaken as part of future detailed design and 
implementation 

 Various formatting updates required to finalise the master plan. 
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Implementation  
Pollen Studio have provided a draft staged and costed implementation plan to inform the 
execution of the master plan.  A materials palette and planting guidelines also 
accompanies the master plan to provide visual guidance at the detailed design stage.  
It is important to note that once items are funded the detailed design process is to include: 

1. Any authority guidelines, approvals and consultation as required and amending 
the works in regards to these. As examples, the advice of Melbourne Water in 
terms of details relating to treatment and plantings near the creek areas through 
the park. The advice of the gas supply authority in terms of the proposed stage 
and proximity to the gas supply line. 

2. The approval of Council’s environmental and parks teams and Melbourne Water of 
the details of any plantings at the implementation stage prior to the sourcing of 
plants. The planting guidelines provide initial guidance. 

 
 

Stage one  
Council’s 2019/2020 budget includes an allowance of $50,000 to commence the 
implementation of stage one works as identified in the draft implementation plan, which 
has been developed in consideration of the priorities outlined by the community at the 
walk-shop.   
Based on the outcomes of the community consultation undertaken so far, this includes 
improvements to the entertainment area, being the construction of a multipurpose 
stage/platform and drainage and other improvements to the open grassy area.   
Once the final draft master plan has been considered by Council, detailed design for stage 
one works will commence in 2020. 

Ongoing 
Based on the estimates provided in the draft implementation plan the development of all 
stages would cost in excess of $200,000.  The master plan has been developed to 
provide guidance for the development of the park over the next decade and will require a 
range of funding sources to support full implementation.   
The annual maintenance cost of assets developed through the master plan should be 
calculated at industry levels which is currently 2 per cent of total investment cost. An  
accurate assessment of future maintenance costs should be undertaken as part of future 
detailed design and implementation. 
Once finalised, Council officers will encourage the community to use the master plan to 
apply for different funding streams available through Council, State and Federal 
Governments or other funding programs.   
Community groups will also be encouraged to take ownership in progressing the plan i.e. 
Landcare hosting community planting days to implement the revegetation phases of the 
master plan.   
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Appendices  

 



 

 
  

1. Ash Wednesday Park Master Plan  
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2. Materials Palette 
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3. Implementation Plan 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

STAGED / COSTED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

CLIENT: Macedon Ranges Shire Council POLLEN STUDIO

UPDATE: 18.03.2020

Item Project Master Plan 
Number

Quantity Unit Rate (xGST) Estimate Cost 
(xGST)

Priority

PACKAGE

1.00 Stage: Small Permanent Stage / Multipurpose 
Structure 4 1 item $20,000 00 $20,000 00 SHORT TERM

1.01
Open Lawn Area  Grassy Area Graded & 
Seeded / Seating Renewal / New Seating / Tree 
Planting / Creek Regeneration / Agg Drain

3 1 item $18,000 00 $18,000 00 SHORT TERM 1

1.02 Drainage Fix  Vegetation Removal / Drainage 
Works / Weed Management 15 1 item $10,000 00 $10,000 00 SHORT TERM

1.03 Footpaths  Granitic Sand Path Network . 280 m2 $50 00 $14,000 00 SHORT TERM

1.04
Partial Playground Upgrade   New Play 
Elements to form part of Existing Play Ground  / 
Potential Nature Play / Potential Flying Fox

11 1 item $70,000 00 $70,000 00 SHORT TERM 2

1.05 Drainage Line Naturalisation   Rock Mulch / 
Planting / Crossing Log 11 140 m2 $100.00 $14,000 00 SHORT TERM

1.06 Memorial  Signage about History of Park. 
Project to be Community Led 9 1 item $5,000 00 $5,000 00 SHORT TERM 3

1.07 Bicycle Repair Station  Public Pump and 
Tools / Bicycle Hoops 7 1 item $7,500 00 $7,500 00 SHORT TERM 4

1.08 Regeneration Area   Weed Management / 
EVC Plantings 8 10,500 m2 $5 00 $52,500 00 SHORT TERM

1.09 Riparian Planting  EVC Appropriate Planting / 
Weed Management 10 185 m2 $50 00 $9,250.00 SHORT TERM

5

1.10 Car Park Upgrade  Resurface / Bollards / 
Renew 2 500 m2 $80 00 $40,000 00 SHORT TERM 6

$33,037.50

$293,287.50

Ash Wednesday Park, Macedon

TOTAL

Detailed Design, Project Management + Contingency (15%)

2.00 Playground Upgrade  Existing playground 
equipment upgraded at end of life. 1 1 Item $60,000 00 $60,000 00 MEDIUM TERM

2.01 Information Signage  Signage about Etiquette 
in Park / Safety 9 2 item $2,000 00 $4,000 00 MEDIUM TERM

2.02 Native Feature Planting   Mulch / Planting 12 380 m2 $40 00 $15,200 00 MEDIUM TERM

2.03 Creek Crossing Point   Bridge or Culvert / 
Bridge Relocation / Path works 13 1 item $1,000 00 $1,000 00 MEDIUM TERM

2.04 Bridge   Bridge Upgrade / Bridge Relocation / 
Path works 14 1 item $15,000 00 $15,000 00 MEDIUM TERM

2.05 Bin Relocation   Closer to Parking 18 1 item $500.00 $500.00 MEDIUM TERM

2.06 Grassy Creek Crossing   Culvert Treatment 17 1 item $10,000 00 $10,000 00 MEDIUM TERM

$15,855.00

$121,555.00TOTAL

Detailed Design, Project Management + Contingency  (15%)
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3.00 Bush Tucker Garden  Planting / Signage 5 80 m2 $25 00 $2,000.00 LONG TERM

3.01 Picnic Area Upgrade  Picnic Setting Renewal / 
Terracing of Slope / Tap 6 1 item $40,000 00 $40,000.00 LONG TERM

3.02

Shelter Extension   Additional Future Shelter / 
Potential Public Toilet. Provision of toilet to be 
considered in conjunction with planning for 
Smith Street toilets.

16 1 item $150,000.00 $150,000.00 LONG TERM

$28,800.00

$220,800.00

$635,642.50

Note: Implementation order and timing is aspirational and dependent upon funding opportunities that may arise. Indicative Timeframe

SHORT TERM 1-7 Years

MEDIUM TERM 7-12 Years

LONG TERM 12+ Years

TOTAL

GRAND TOTAL

Detailed Design, Project Management + Contingency  (15%)
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4. Planting Guidelines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





2  

 
2. The AWP was an initiative of the Community to assist in getting the economy, 

tourism and community moving as one, after the Ash Wednesday Bushfire 
disaster. 
 

3. The COVID-19 year raised similar issues because of the isolation due to 
lockdowns, and it is well known that a place of recreation is the healthiest and 
best destination to foster wellbeing and a healthy lifestyle. 

 
4. The Ash Wednesday Park Landscape Master Plan aligns with Council Plan priorities 

(a) A ‘High Priority’ in MRSC Open Space Strategy since 2013, 
(b) The MRSC Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 2018-2028 outlines a key 

direction of the Macedon and Mt. Macedon district is to “… continue to work with 
space/community hub (eg multipurpose stage, amphitheatre, picnic area and a 
play space ….)” 

(c) The Playground Strategy 2009-2014 classifies Ash Wednesday Park as a 
district level playground and further identifies that, “…. opportunity exists to 
diversify the play experience with addition of some senior play equipment..” 

(d) Note: The Officer recommendation when the draft Ash Wednesday Master Plan 
was approved at the Council meeting of 23 October, 2019 highlighted the points 
5(a)(b)(c). (see attached page 60 of the 23 October Council Agenda). 

 
5. At the meeting of 23 October, 2019 during discussions by Councillors about funds to 

be used from the South Ward Public Open Space Fund Reserve it was noted that the 
funds from this source were specifically tailored to meet open space and recreation 
facilities such as the Ash Wednesday Park project. 

 
6. In 2019/2020 Budget we also applied for extra funding for Ash Wednesday Park 

Master Plan works but were advised that any extra funding submission from Budgets 
would be considered once the Masterplan was approved and endorsed by Council. 
The Ash Wednesday Park Master Plan has been approved by Council at the meeting 
held on 1 May, 2020. 
 

7. The ‘Shared Trail Project’ is progressing to fruition which will provide another link to 
the recreational facilities of AWP being only metres from the ‘Shared Trail Route’ 
We note that funding for Shared Trail project has been allocated from three of the 
Public Open Space Reserve funds.  

8. MMMBATA has now been successful in receiving a grant, from the Community Bank 
of Gisborne and Districts. This will allow the ‘Flying Fox’ component of the AWP 
Masterplan to be installed and completed. It is expected that this work will 
commence in June 2020. 

Conclusion 
Over the last 6months during the period of addressing issues caused by Covid-19, I have on 
many occasions been asked to  provide feedback to Council officers on the ideas of 
MMMBATA to help Council implement support for local townships and address the 
economic, tourism and social issues brought about by lockdowns and restrictions.  
 



Councillors have before them an opportunity to provide an injection of funds into a 
community asset to help improve, maintain and address the lack of a suitable playground 
and recreation destination point in the Macedon township. 

 
Ash Wednesday Park is deserving of further funding to progress the works identified at 
Stage1 of the Plan so that it will assist and enhance the tourism experience of visitors to the 
area and promote activities for community wellbeing as well as play an integral part during 
the annual Autumn Leaves Festival. 

 
The community also needs a quality playground, and the Park being within walking distant 
of the Macedon village and railway station, as well as part of the Shared Trail route, will 
enhance the economic, social and health benefits for present and future activity of the 
local villages. 

 
Some of the current activities and events held at the Ash Wednesday Park are, 

1. Daily use by children while waiting for the school bus (morning and evening) 
2. Group picnics and children’s birthday parties 
3. Annual Christmas community party during December each year 
4. Destination point for teenager’s bike riding excursions and events 
5. Family birthday BBQs for our younger generation. 

 
Some future uses are:- 

1. School excursions to explore nature and wildlife 
2. Recreation facilities as a Tourist destination point during the Autumn Leaves Festival 
3. Meeting point for bike riding groups (a Bike Repair station is proposed as part of the 

AWP masterplan) 
4. Approved Shared Trails central meeting point 
5. Form part of the Arts Precinct with Jubilee Hall and Mount Players Theatre 

We urge you to support our Submission and further commit to future budget funding to 
ensure that this project is completed by the 40th Anniversary of the 1983 Bushfires. 

Council first supported the AWP initiative in 1988 and the community has been waiting 
patiently for more  than 30 years. This is an existing well utilised Park and not a new concept, 
upgrades and an enhancement are long overdue. 

 
Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me or our Secretary Mr. Peter 
Shaw. 

 
I thank you for the opportunity of this submission, take care and stay safe. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

















courts under reliable working lights.

Lights on all courts are needed even more now than they were back in 2019 with the 
growing population of Gisborne. Currently the Club is having to negotiate with other 
clubs in the region to find places to play home matches in the Thursday night 
competitions, with a lot the additional organising, changing fixtures, paying fees, and 
stretching good-will that is associated with that. Also, more importantly, coming into 
the darker months of the year, coaching is restricted, particularly for junior’s evening 
lessons.

Attached is a letter from our Club Coach. To reiterate his notes and concerns, he sees 
a number of impacts of not having lights at the courts on the Gisborne community 
and on his coaching business that I wish to restate here: there is potential 
reputational impact for Our Coach’s business as he is unable to guarantee an 
appropriate playing environment for students. This not only limits his ability to attract 
new students but represents a lost opportunity for the Club to build its membership 
base and thus ensure a sustainable community asset that helps keep community 
members active and socially connected. Our coach is self-employed, and the business 
is not only his primary form of income but also the primary form of income for two 
employees. The current issues compound an already depleted revenue stream after 
business restrictions implemented in response to COVID-19 during 2020.

Thanks and Regards,

NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged information that is for the sole 
use of the intended recipient. Any viewing, copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by 
unintended recipients is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us 
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer.



          15 April 2021 

 

Dear , 

R: Court lighting at Gisborne Tennis Club. 

I am writing to provide further information on my experience with the lights at Gisborne Tennis Club 

and outline the impact that this has had on delivery of a  program at the Club. 

As you are aware,  a coaching program Monday through to Friday and on average use 3 to 4 

courts to provide lessons to local students each night.   As daylight savings ends and winter 

approaches we need to use lights after 5pm for all of our classes to be completed; our lessons 

commence after school hours so we are unable to simply start classes earlier to ensure completion 

by sunset. 

Prior to December 2020, I was generally able to access any of the 8 courts at the Club if needed and 

this meant that we could move classes to alternative courts within the Club if a court was unplayable 

due to rain or if there was an issue with court lighting.  Over the past 24 months I have 

communicated that the lighting on the courts is unreliable with various lights on each of the courts 

at times not illuminating, which has required moving lessons to another court. 

However, there are now a number of other issues that reduce my ability to move lessons to other 

courts and this impacts my ability to deliver the coaching program.  The current issues are as follows: 

1. I am now only able to access 4 courts with lighting each night (3, 4, 7 and 8) as the other four 

courts (1, 2, 5 and 6) are still without lights after a pole collapsed in November 2020. 

2. There are ongoing issues with intermittent lighting faults and the result is a poor playing and 

coaching environment for students and staff alike.  We are unable to move to alternative 

courts with lighting. 

3. Courts 7 and 8 become slippery after rain and are not safe for use with students even when 

the rain stops.  After rain, black material appears on the court and this must be removed to 

render the playing surface safe.  The material can only be removed by sweeping after the 

courts have had sufficient time to dry. 

There are a number of direct impacts on the Gisborne community and my business that I wish to 

highlight below. 

1. Gisborne is experiencing a growth period and this is expected to continue as organisations 

and employees harness the gains of remote working prompted during COVID-19 lockdowns 

in 2020.  Families can now experience the benefits of a rural lifestyle, including the 

connection that local sporting Clubs can provide.   The Gisborne Tennis Club is in a position 

to capitalise on potential growing demand for outdoor activities as new families arrive.  

However, this could be compromised if the issues above are not addressed. 

2. There is potential reputational impact for my business as I am unable to guarantee an 

appropriate playing environment for students.  This not only limits my ability to attract new 

clients but represents a lost opportunity for the Club to build its membership base and thus 



ensure a sustainable community asset that helps keep community members active and 

socially connected. 

3. I am self-employed and the business is not only my primary form of income but also the 

primary form of income for my two employees.  The current issues compound an already 

depleted revenue stream after business restrictions implemented in response to COVID-19 

during 2020. 

I take this opportunity to thank-you for the support that the Club has given my business and for 

communicating updates on the court repairs to the extent you are able.  I look forward to further 

discussion with the Club, and the council if appropriate, to resolve the above issues so we can 

minimise the impact and duration of the lighting and court access issues on the local community and 

my small business. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABN: 83898975421 
 

                                                  

23rd April, 2021      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear  

RE: Gisborne Tennis Club Court Lighting 

I am writing to you to express the  desperate need for all court lighting to be 

reinstated as soon as possible. Through no fault of the Club we have gone from having 8 courts 

under lights to 4 courts under lights (currently only 2 courts with reliable lighting). This has seriously 

compromised our night tennis (social and competition) and after school coaching. This is not tenable 

for our members, our coach and the broader community.  

As a matter of urgency, we need clarity, transparency, and to provide input as to when the Club will 

have court lighting reinstated on all courts.  We don’t understand why we have no input into this 

process. We cannot simply wait and hope. Court lighting is essential to the Club’s viability. We need 

to be able to plan and inform our members and the Gisborne community of the situation and when 

it will be remedied.   

The  Club is an essential part of Gisborne’s growing need for sport and recreation. 

This is particularly important mid-week in the evening/night as cricket, football, netball and soccer 

etc. take up much of families’ time at the weekends.  The Gisborne community expects better than 

second rate recreational facilities and opportunities. 

The  Club has been serving the Gisborne community since 1895. The Club currently 

has 8 courts (currently only 4 under working lights), we have 170+ members with 90% of members 

being family or Junior members. Our Club Coach runs lessons for 120+ juniors 5 evenings per week 

during school terms. 

The Club is one of the largest tennis clubs in the Macedon Ranges Region. The club is affiliated with 

and participates in the  competitions, including night 

competitions which the community has embraced, and showing considerable growth. The and 

our Club are affiliated with  via .   

To remind you of the situation the Club is in, here is the timeline regarding the court lighting:  

• Several years ago the Victorian Government, Macedon Ranges Shire Council (MRSC), and the 
Club saw the need for all 8 courts at the Club to be under lights, so in 2019, with money 
from all three parties lights were installed on courts 7&8 (bringing all 8 courts under lights).  

• The courts were highly utilised under lights, particularly every Thursday night for the 
growing MRTA Thursday night competition, until the temporary court closure due to COVID.  



 

 

 

22nd April 2021 

RE:  GISBORNE TENNIS CLUB – COURT LIGHTING 

 is writing to offer our support to  Club (GTC) in their 

pursuit to resolve the current court lighting situation at their venue in collaboration with both the club and the 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council (MRSC).  

 is a very committed club in supporting the numerous tennis competitions on offer through the  and also 

plays a very active role on the committee. 

It has saddened me to hear the news that the venue is now down to only 2 courts with functioning lights. 

Being one of the larger clubs within the Macedon Ranges and the association, this is not sustainable to have their tennis 

activities impeded to such a serious degree. 

The  currently runs 2 night competitions (Thursday Night Open and Wednesday Night Women’s comps).  

Thursday night competition has grown tremendously in participation numbers over the past few years and the new 

Wednesday night competition has kicked off its first season in Autumn 2021, which is proving already to be very  

popular and is also likely to grow quickly over the next few seasons. 

Given that juniors coaching is also delivered during the week after school hours, it is just as important to support this 

cohort of players to enable them to get the best out of their tennis and reach their full potential in the sport – which 

of course starts at the grass roots level in juniors competition. 

Without access to the majority of their courts during the night time hours, I cannot see how  can either retain 

members or grow their club. 

This will have serious knock on effects for all clubs and venues in the MRTA, as we rely on all the courts across all venues 

for our competitions to run smoothly and successfully and to meet the current demand.  Thursday night comp is already 

at fully utilised court capacity for most venues and some other venues do not have enough courts under lights to sustain 

their own teams, without having the extra burden of having to move matches and accommodate the many teams that 

 currently have in the competition. 

I can only describe this situation as dire for the future of the club and the growth of tennis in the shire. 

Given the disastrous year we all had in 2020 due to the COVID-19 restrictions on sporting clubs, we are only just starting 

to recover and get people back into playing and enjoying our wonderful sport, that supports all ages and abilities. 

I really hope that this problem can be resolved with the urgency and attention it requires and that MRSC will be doing 

everything in their power to help make that happen.  

In the meantime the  will offer its full support to  in what capacity we can. 

I am happy to discuss this issue further if need be and please feel free to contact myself or the  committee. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 



 
 

• After finally coming out of a long period of court closure due to COVID, a court light pole on 
courts 1&2 fell. (5/11/20)  

• The Macedon Ranges Shire Council (MRSC) closed the courts, inspected the fallen light pole 
and all other light poles, and removed light poles determined to be unsafe on Courts 1&2 
and 5&6 (completed 20/11/20).  

• The courts were reopened on 21/11/20 for daytime use only (no lights to be operated). 

• Lights on courts 3&4 and 7&8 were made available for use from 02/12/20, although there 
have been reliability problems of the courts 7&8 lights which are being attended to by the 
MRSC. 

 

Lights on all courts are needed even more now than they were back in 2019 with the growing 

population of Gisborne.  Currently the Club is having to negotiate with other clubs in the region to 

find places to play home matches in the Thursday night competitions, with a lot the additional 

organising, changing fixtures, paying fees, and stretching good-will that is associated with that. Also, 

more importantly, coming into the darker months of the year, coaching is restricted, particularly for 

junior’s evening lessons. 

 

We have been informed by  the MRSC that while the MRSC is committed to reinstating 

the court lighting, however the MRSC has no current funds to do so and cannot provide the Club 

with a reinstatement time frame. We understand a business case has been put forward for possible 

funding the 2021/22 financial year. The Club has not seen or been involved in that business case and 

we do not understand the process going forward. This is not a tenable situation for the Club, we 

need clarity in the process and certainty in the date the lights will be reinstated.  We cannot simply 

wait and hope while our memberships start to dwindle at a time when the Gisborne community is 

showing enormous growth.  

 

Attached is a letter from our Club Coach. To reiterate his notes and concerns, he sees a number of 

impacts of not having lights at the courts on the Gisborne community and on his coaching business 

that I wish to restate here: there is potential reputational impact for Our Coach’s business as he is 

unable to guarantee an appropriate playing environment for students.  This not only limits his ability 

to attract new students but represents a lost opportunity for the Club to build its membership base 

and thus ensure a sustainable community asset that helps keep community members active and 

socially connected. , and the business is not only his primary form of 

income but also the primary form of income for two employees.  The current issues compound an 

already depleted revenue stream after business restrictions implemented in response to COVID-19 

during 2020. 

 

The above sets out the desperate need for the  to have all court lighting 

reinstated. As a matter of urgency, we need clarity, transparency, and to provide input as to when 

the  will have court lighting reinstated on all courts.   

In the first instance, members of the , our coach and a 

representative from  would like to have a meeting with you as soon as possible to 

discuss and plan for lights reinstatement on all 8 courts to get us back where we were in 2019. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 



























































From:
To: Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Subject: Transparency
Date: Monday, 24 May 2021 9:18:20 AM
Attachments: IMG_6308.JPG

ATT00001.txt

Why not show what the council is spending on salaries and facilities dedicated to shire staff...  

041





From:
To: Macedon Ranges Shire Council
Subject: Draft budget submission.
Date: Friday, 4 June 2021 12:57:11 PM

Note.. this is my only budget submission.,

At this time of great economic uncertainty council’s proposal to hire another 11 staff and increase our debt to 16
million dollars appears to be reckless. The level of private debt in Australia is the second highest in the world
and demand for our major exports (coal and gas) will diminish. And our reluctance to address the transition to
renewables puts us at risk of trade sanctions. Housing and commodities are experiencing significant inflation
while workers face pay cuts as inflation outstrips wages growth. And interest rates won’t stay down forever.
These are compelling reasons for council to adopt a policy of austerity, cap rates and staffing levels, pay down
debt and stop unnecessary spending.
MRSC rates are too high because of council’s willingness to accept an expanded range of activities and
associated cost shifting. The rational that expenditure on these initiatives is small in comparison to council’s
$100 million budget reflects a culture of extravagance that should be rectified.
Having provided $300 billion for covid support packages, the federal government now is being pressured to join
the private sector in investment in the transition to renewables. And so there is no expectation for council to
commit scarce rates resources to issues that are a federal responsibility.
The slogan ‘everyone has a role to play’ is fine provided local activities dovetail with a well researched,
coordinated national plan developed and funded by the federal government in collaboration with the chief
scientist and business leaders.
Instead councils are being persuaded to fund small, autonomous, self serving groups in exchange for
questionable advice and dubious deals about complex issues such as covid support and renewables. The
outcomes of such random activities can be inequitable and counter productive.
Programs such as “Cool Changes” and “Business Continuity and Resilience ” should be discontinued along
with involvement in EV charging stations and membership fees for these autonomous groups, however well
meaning they may seem.
The challenge for council is to focus on efficient provision of local services while avoiding financial
involvement In activities that are the responsibility of higher levels of government.



   
   

    
   

   

        

   

               
             

     

               
 

            
          

 
              

          
        

             
             

               
    

          

                
      

                 
             

     
   
  
          
               

              
               

           

               
             





       

           

              

         

           

         

      

        

      
 

   

         

  
   

    
  

         

           

        
         

      
          

   
          
         

          
 

          
 

      
  

   

    
  

  

       
        

          
        

        
     

   
    

       
       

    
  

 

    
  

  

        

         

         

      

         

          
      



        

              
  

             

  
       

   
 

       
 

 
         

 

 

            

     

 
 

          

 

             

   

             

             

    
 
                

            

     

             

           

  

        

           

           

           

             
  

                         
                

        



        

             
      

             

             
                

              
   

      

  

   

 

   

       
 

       

           

          

          

         

       

       

         

         

  
       

        

          

          
   

         

            

       

           

        

          
 

        

      

 
     

 
          

            

        
 

        



        

              
    

                
                

              
  

      

        

          

     

        

       

             
 

    

         

       

         

      

    

     

         

                 
                  

       

       



   

     

 

   

         













The current position with BB has  a long history and we believe requires clear boundaries 
and time lines and positive action by Council now that further action has commenced.


Funding is always an issue and we fully understand that the acquisition of these lands 
should be a State Government responsibility and the total BB area including the 
neighbouring Conglomerate Gully Reserve should be incorporated into a natural flora and 
fauna reserve. This would  meet the current objectives as outlined in both the MRSC 2019 
and the State Government 2037 Biodiversity strategic objectives.

Funding could be addressed via the use of accumulated Council reserves; via grants 
( both Commonwealth and State) as Council has done with other current capital and 
community projects;  Philanthropic Agreements;  and Corporate grants.   The 
coordination of these does take considerable effort and an allocation of resources but this 
should be seen as a priority in resolving this long outstanding challenge.


The issue of BB, has been as a result of changing Council policies applicable to the area, 
its overall neglect and abuse, natural erosion and environmental degradation. Some of the 
access roads within are almost impassable due to erosion and neglect with the area being 
used for rubbish dumping, trail bike riding, locals walking their dogs even , overnight 
camps and camp fires.


The Shone and Scholz allotments are still being sold on the open market and with the 
recent increase in the 2021 Council rate valuations, this may encourage owners to site on 
the lands hoping for ever bigger increase in the value of their investments . Alternatively 
this may discourage owners from holding onto their land resulting in an increase in the 
properties “gifted” back to Council.


In last year’s submission, I outlined a process for Council’s consideration and I would 
request Council review this and also review the draft budget and allocate additional 
funding for the continuance of not only the current communication works but also 
undertake a community education program based upon the uniqueness of the area 
including the endangered species which occur within BB. In addition, continue to lobby 
the State Government in an election year for grant monies to acquire these remains 
allotments and adjoining natural forested properties.


1. Continue the current correspondence to existing and new owners as to the Council’s 
‘gift back’ program and also to establish if they are willing to sell their allotments as an 
alternative.


2. Develop a plan - 2 phases ( eg. scoping and then purchasing the land)

3. Get traditional owners on board and an agreed outcome for the land. (Joint effort)

4. Get the written agreement to sell.

5. Raise the funds( 3 x levels of Government and Philanthropic)

6. Purchase or acquire the lands.

7. Consolidate and establish a new Flora and Fauna reserve.


For your information and as detailed in our 2020 submission, DELWP was undertaking a 
Strategic Crown Land Assessment on BB, a summary of their findings for Councillors’ 
information is included at the conclusion of this submission.
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occasional basis. We believe that if this land could be made available for parking associated 

with use of the Hall, the concerns about limited parking and poor lighting could be addressed. 

We believe that an improved and more visible pedestrian route from this site to the Hall 

would be of great benefit to the Hall and its users. 

We are aware that Macedon Ranges Shire Council currently has its Draft 2021-22 Shire 

Budget on public exhibition for comment, and that comments have been invited by 8th June. 

 would be very eager to support any submission from the 

Hall Committee to improve parking facilities at the Hall. If the Committee believes we can be 

of any assistance in any representations to the Shire in this regard, please let us know. 

In closing, thank you once again for the use of the Hall and we look forward to continuing our 

enjoyment of your facilities. 

Sincerely 
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How did you find 
out about this? 

Council's website 
Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn) 

 

 

    

 









KYNETON SHOWGROUND USAGE DATA - LAST UPDATED MAY 2021

32400

Detailed numbers supplied

Detailed numbers supplied 9428

 5800

300 volunteers  throughout the year and show week

5500 show attendents 

5275

2350

3 Auctions / year x 500 people

1 poultry show 200 people

11 meetings with 30 in attendance

40 working bees  8 people in attendance

740

Oct-March Weekly Summer Comp 20 people /week

December Jnr Competition

Monthly training for 10 months, 12 people / month

Wednesday Walking Group 920

Meet 46 weeks/year at the showgrounds

Approximately 20 people/week

 Club – 195

12 meetings/year 15 people per meeting

1 zone meeting/year 15 people

 Festival  1200

People are marshalled at the showgrounds for the annual parade

875

2 flower shows

620

Annual field day

500+ visitors 

50 Exhibitors 

12 Community Groups



10 Roving Farmers

30 volunteers

150

Annual event held in Oct/Nov

 Club 500

September Dog Show

600

3 rides per year, bottom oval is the meeting place

200 people per ride

200

2 junior cricket games in January

Whole school sports carnival 480

VCAL and year 7 students gathering 156

300

Whole school sports carnival

900

3 times per year

Funeral held at the showgrounds 500

Down Under Farm Stays 600

4 times per year 150 people

TOTAL 64189
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written submission 
here 
Do you wish to speak 
at the Council 
Meeting on 16 June 
in regards to your 
submission? 

No 

Tell us about you 

First name  
Last name  
Address  
Town  
Postcode  
Phone  
Email address  
How did you find out 
about this? Council's website 
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