
 

 

Small Scale Abattoirs  

Fact Sheet – February 2025 

The development and construction of a small scale on-farm abattoir requires adherence to a range of 

regulations and standards from Local, State and in some cases Federal Government agencies.  

The operation of an abattoir can pose a risk to both the environment and amenity if not properly 

designed, managed and located. Consequently, consultation with regulatory agencies and compliance 

with legislative requirements is important in this process. 

The key agencies include: 

State Government - PrimeSafe  

PrimeSafe is Victoria’s independent food safety regulator and is the key regulatory agency for small 

scale abattoirs. They are a State Government body and are responsible for licencing of all meat 

processing facilities. All abattoirs regardless of scale require a licence from PrimeSafe.  

State Government - Agriculture Victoria 

Although abattoir operators do not require licensing or permissions from Agriculture Victoria, they must 

ensure that animal welfare codes and regulations regarding livestock management and welfare, and 

the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) are adhered to. The Agriculture Victoria online E-

guide is an excellent source of information and a great place for interested developers to start (link also 

listed under Where to get Advice). 

Local Government – Statutory Planning Departments 

Statutory Planning departments regulate land use and development through the planning approvals 

process. Abattoirs are a defined land use within the Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme. Fixed abattoirs 

(i.e. not mobile) require a planning permit for land use and development. 

Local Government - Environmental Health Departments 
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Environmental Health departments regulate waste-water treatment systems and other environmental 

health related matters. If there is no existing access to a reticulated sewerage system, a permit may be 

required for an on-site waste-water management system to manage liquid wastes. 

Building Permits - Local Government Building Departments & Private Building Surveyors 

Construction works (new building work and alterations to existing buildings), a change of building use 

and structures of a temporary nature require a building permit to be obtained from a suitably qualified 

and experienced building surveyor registered in Victoria.   

State Government - Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Victoria 

The EPA manages regulatory responsibilities for prescribed permissions activities (including abattoirs), 

organic waste processing, waste-water management and waste management. 

Federal Government - Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) 

DAFF are responsible for supervision of livestock processing in export abattoirs and issuing of meat 

export licences where applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Where to get advice: 

Primesafe 

info@primesafe.vic.gov.au 

Enquiry 

Agriculture Victoria E-guide  

E-guide designed to explain the approvals required to develop an on-farm small scale abattoir. Small 

scale abattoir F1 

Agriculture Victoria Planning and Advisory Service  

agvic.planning@agriculture.vic.gov.au 

Local Government 

Council contacts list | Vic Councils 

EPA  

1300 372 842 

contact@epa.vic.gov.au 

Enquiries and feedback - EPA Interaction Portal 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council  

03 5422 0333 (ask for Economic Development team) 

mailto:ecodevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:info@primesafe.vic.gov.au
https://portal.primesafe.vic.gov.au/s/enquiry
https://developments.agriculture.vic.gov.au/NFD/static/e-guide-07/story.html
https://developments.agriculture.vic.gov.au/NFD/static/e-guide-07/story.html
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/farm-management/planning-and-farm-development/agvic-planning-and-advisory-service
mailto:agvic.planning@agriculture.vic.gov.au
https://www.viccouncils.asn.au/find-your-council/council-contacts-list
mailto:contact@epa.vic.gov.au
https://portal365.epa.vic.gov.au/enquiry-create/
mailto:ecodevadmin@mrsc.vic.gov.au

