Street Tree Planting
Preferred Species List

Note: This Street Tree Planting Preferred Species list is not endorsed by Council

Cover image: Mt Macedon Garden – Weekend Notes/On Topic Media
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Introduction
The Macedon Ranges are widely recognised for their leafy green landscapes provided by the
abundance of scenic rolling hills and mature canopy trees. Visitors and residents alike are drawn
to the lush forests of natural vegetation, and to the seasonally deciduous trees that transform the
region every autumn with their magnificent colours.
The leafy trees lining the streets and avenues form an integral part of the appeal of living in the
Macedon Ranges. With increasing growth in the area, it is Council’s objective to ensure the
preservation of the Shire’s defining character.

Image. View to Mt. Macedon – Travel Victoria

Our street trees are a very important and valuable community asset as they provide shade and
shelter from wind and heat, improve air and water quality, enhance the local ecology, promote
community health and well-being, and create a greener, more attractive and valuable place to live.
In 2019, Council developed a Tree Management Policy which states our commitment to effective
planning and management to secure the benefits provided by our street trees. To view Council’s
Street Trees policy (insert link here). The purpose of the Policy is to generate community interest
in maintaining a healthy tree population across the Shire by providing a cost-effective
management program and maintenance guide that is balanced with environmental sensitivity.
Identified in the Policy is the aim to strengthen and enhance the individual and community amenity
of our streetscape environment by ensuring the selection of suitable tree species for the site, now
and in the face of future climate change. Subsequently this Preferred Street Tree Species List has
been prepared to help guide the selection process for new and replacement street tree plantings.
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Space Constraints

Good Structure

Clearance from Services

Stock health/availability

Previously trialed

Longevity

Weed Potential

Fruit/Leaf Drop (mess)

Suckering tendency

Toxic / Allergenic Parts

Seasonal Interest

Aesthetic Form

Provides Habitat

Pest/Disease Resistance

Canopy- Summer Shade

Heat Tolerance

Site Soil Conditions

Frost Tolerance

Drought Tolerance

Maintenance required

The selection of the most appropriate tree for each street requires careful consideration and will
be a fine balance between its tolerances and suitability to the site conditions, its maintenance
requirements, growth habit, adaptability to future climatic conditions, amenity provided, and
enhancement of the streetscape. Ultimately it is critical that the tree chosen will remain healthy,
safe, and viable into the future and maintain its function within the streetscape with the resources
available. The following table outlines several, but by no mean all, of the considerations required
in the street tree selection process:

Image. Autumn colour of Pin-oaks in Honour Avenue, Mt Macedon

The following document provides a list recommended by Council for all new street plantings within
the shire and includes the trees’ eventual mature size1, growth rate, characteristics, tolerances
and a short summary of considerations. A mix of local indigenous, native, and exotic species are
recommended in the list however as tree preference and attractiveness is a very subjective issue,
final selection is best determined by considering the character of the surrounding neighbourhood
in conjunction with the above criteria. Note this list is by no means exhaustive and Council will
continually review and investigate the suitability of additional species.

1

mature size is based on approx. 20+ years under ideal growth conditions
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1. Acacia melanoxylon
Blackwood
Height:

12-15 metres

Width:

6-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

South-eastern Australia. Naturally
occurring in the Macedon Ranges
in a variety of habitats but is most
common in moist woodlands

Habit:

Broadly pyramidal to oval. Dense,
often ‘cloud-like’ sections of
crown when mature

Foliage:

Dark, grey-green leathery
phyllodes (appears as leaf but modified leaf stem) with 3-5 raised
main veins. Juvenile foliage is feather-like. Evergreen

Flowers/fruit:

Fragrant pale lemon-yellow globular heads in late winter to spring
followed by flat pale brown, and often coiled, seed pods

Tolerances:

Moderately tolerant of compacted soils
but do best in a sheltered position with
moist well-drained soil high in organic
matter.

Considerations:

Will require formative
pruning to develop a
single, straight trunk.
Good shade tree but
not suitable under
powerlines. Wide
spreading roots that
may sucker when
disturbed

Image: S.Bloom

Images: Eric in SF - Wikimedia
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2. Acer campestre
Hedge Maple ‘Elsrijk’, 'Evelyn' Queen Elizabeth™
Height:

6-8 metres

Width:

4-6 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Europe to SW Asia

Habit:

Compact with a dense round
to ovate canopy and upright
branching habit. Can tend to
have a flattish top when
mature. Sometimes
develops ‘corky’ bark

Foliage:

Small dark green leaves with
rounded lobes turning clear
yellow in autumn. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Inconspicuous green flowers in late spring

Tolerances:

Full sun to light shade. Generally pest and
disease free. Tolerates alkaline and acid
soils, some dryness, soil compaction, air
pollution and heavy pruning

Considerations:

Not suitable for very hot,
exposed sites. Suitable
under powerlines due to
natural size but can also be
easily maintained in a
compact, dense form as it
responds well to clipping
(hence it's common name as
Hedge Maple). ‘Evelyn’ is
somewhat shorter and
rounder than ‘Elsrijk’.

Image: www.Hortipedia.com

Image: Willow- Wikimedia

Image: Pixabay
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3. Acer negundo
Box Elder 'Sensation'
Height:

9-12 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

North America

Habit:

Stately symmetrical shape
with oval crown becoming
more rounded with age.
Uniform branch structure

Foliage:

New leaves have a reddishbrown tinge changing to
green in summer but retain
red stalks. Fabulous autumn
colours of bright red to
orange/yellows. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Yellowish-green, inconspicuous male flowers, borne early spring.
Sterile cultivar

Tolerances:

Will thrive in a wide range of soil conditions, wet or dry, of varied pH
levels. Best in full sun

Considerations:

This sterile selection is a suitable
replacement for an existing
streetscape of the true species
which can be weedy due to the
production of masses of winged
seeds (samaras) that carried on the
wind, spread and self-seed rapidly.
Good shade tree but not suitable
under powerlines.

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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4. Acer platanoides
Norway Maple ‘Crimson Sentry’
Height:

5-7 metres

Width:

3-4 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Europe & Western Asia

Habit:

Compact small tree with dense
upright branching giving a
column like appearance

Foliage:

Rich dark purple/crimson leaves
with five sharp lobes changing
to golden-brown in autumn.
Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Small yellow flowers appear on
branches before the leaves in
spring. Produces pale brown
paired winged seeds (samaras).

Image: Flemings Nurseries

Tolerances:

Full sun and partial shade and does best in moist, well drained
soils.

Considerations:

Small mature size
makes it a useful
selection for under
higher powerlines and
restricted widths.
Good alternative to
the weedy Black
Cherry Plum but not
for very hot, dry or
exposed sites.

Image: Winterhill Tree Farm
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5. Acer x freemannii
Freemans Maple 'Jeffersred' Autumn Blaze®
Height:

9-13 metres

Width:

7-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Ornamental hybrid (USA)

Habit:

Symmetrical upright form with a
straight central leader and oval to
rounded dense crown

Foliage:

Leaves with five deeply cut lobes are a rich green changing to vibrant
red in early autumn. Stalks are also red. One of the first maples to
change colour in autumn. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Insignificant. Virtually seedless in Australian conditions

Tolerances:

Wide range of soil and climatic conditions.
Relatively tolerant of heat, wet and dry sites.

Considerations: Not suitable for naturestrips less than 3 metres in
width. Mature size not
suitable for under
powerlines. Good shade
tree and for avenue
plantings.

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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6. Acer rubrum
Red Maple ‘Fairview Flame’, ‘October Glory’
Height:

8-12 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Ornamental hybrid

Habit:

Spreading dense canopy with
good branch structure, maturing
with an oval crown. October
Glory more upright and slightly
larger at maturity

Image: Winterhill Tree Farm

Foliage:

Typical maple shape with three to five lobes. Mid- to dark green
shaped changing to brilliant scarlet reds and oranges in Autumn.
Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Small red flowers appearing
before the leaves emerge in
Spring

Tolerances:

Adapts to a wide range of
site and soil types but is the
best Maple for wet soils

Considerations:

Not for excessively dry
sites. Not suitable under
powerlines due to height at
maturity. Excellent shade
and avenue tree

Image: Flemings
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7. Acer truncatum x platanoides
‘Keiths Form’ Norwegian Sunset Maple, ‘Warrenred’
Pacific Sunset Maple
Height:

10-12 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Ornamental hybrid

Habit:

Upright, with good branch
structure, maturing with a
rounded crown

Foliage:

Glossy, dark green sharply-lobed leaves, somewhat more leathery
than other Maples, changing to yellow-orange to red in autumn.
Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Greenish-yellow inconspicuous flowers

Tolerances:

Confined root spaces, in a
wide range of soil types.
Relatively drought tolerant.

Considerations:

Not for very hot, exposed
sites. Not suitable under
powerlines due to height at
maturity

Images: Blerick Tree Farm
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8. Allocasuarina littoralis
Black Sheoak
Height:

7-9 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Eastern Australia –
Naturally occurring in
the Macedon Ranges
in forests & woodlands
of varying soil types

Habit:

Upright, conical form

Foliage:

The fine, bright green, foliage contrasts strongly with the dark
fissured bark. Fine soft branchlets, called cladodes that resemble
pine needles, function as foliage; the actual leaves have been
reduced to scales that are arranged in whorls

Flowers/fruit:

Dioecious; the male tree
bears rust brown flowers at
the tips in autumn - the
female produces small,
dark red flowers followed
by cylindrical, spiky cones
with a flattened top

Tolerances:

Adaptable to most sites but
does best in well-drained
soils. Can tolerate wind,
heat and dry conditions.

Considerations:

Difficult to grow grass
beneath due to fibrous
roots and fallen foliage. Not
suitable under powerlines
due to mature height.
Requires formative pruning so side
branches do not become dominant

Images: Libby Woodward
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9. Banksia marginata
Silver Banksia
Height:

5-9 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

South-Eastern Australia.
Naturally occurring in the
Macedon Ranges in
woodlands, open forests
and heaths

Habit:

Dense growth habit but for form can vary greatly from rounded and
shrubby to an upright inverted cone shaped small tree.

Foliage:

Finely-toothed narrow oblong stiffly-branched leaves, dark green
above and silvery-white below. Tip notched and margins often with
recurved margins and finely
toothed.

Flowers/fruit:

Large yellow cylindrical
spikes from spring to
autumn attracting native
birds and insects. Followed
by woody cones.

Tolerances:

Dry, exposed conditions in a
well-drained soil. Will not
tolerate high phosphorus
fertilisers. A full sun position
is preferred

Considerations:

Tends to develop low lying
branches and multiple
stems so requires pruning
to a single trunk. Suitable
under higher powerlines
Images: Libby Woodward
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10. Brachychiton populneus
Kurrajong
Height:

10-12 metres

Width:

7-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

Eastern Australia

Habit:

Stout upright trunk with a
broadly domed, dense
crown.

Foliage:

Glossy green above and
paler green below.
Shape is variable
depending on age and
subspecies: can be
Image: John Tann--Flickr
entire resembling the Poplar leaf or with 3-5
pointed lobes. Sometimes semi-deciduous in early summer

Flowers/fruit:

Small greenish-cream bell-shaped
flowers with pale pink to purple flecks
internally appearing from October to
December and followed by a woody
‘boat’ shaped follicle
containing the seeds.

Tolerances:

Very heat and drought
tolerant but dislikes
exposed waterlogged
conditons or root
disturbance. Best in full
sun.

Considerations:

Requires well drained soil.
Seed follicles contain
irritating hairs. Good shade
tree. Mature size not
suitable under powerlines

Images: Kenraiz- Wikimedia/ Arbornet
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11. Brachychiton populneus x
acerifolius
Hybrid Brachychiton: ‘Bella Donna’, ‘Bella Pink’,
‘Jerilderie Red’
Height:

5-8 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

Australian Native Cultivar

Habit:

Trees are upright with a stout
trunk and rounded, dense
crown.

Foliage:

Glossy green poplar-like
foliage

Flowers/fruit:

Clusters of red or pink bell
flowers in late spring and
early summer. Can be semideciduous

Tolerances:

Tolerant to humid, warm and dry
conditions. Can tolerate periods of
drought once established. Prefers a
well-drained soil

Considerations:

Not for very frost prone areas. As these
are relatively
new cultivars
they are best
considered trial
trees. Smaller
sized cultivars
are suitable for
use under
powerlines

Image: ets

Images: Din San Nursery
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12. x Chitalpa tashkentensis
Chitalpa
Height:

6-8 metres

Width:

4-6 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

North American hybrid

Habit:

Small typically multistemmed
tree with a rounded and
open spreading crown

Foliage:

Soft grey-green to 15cm long
in spring- summer with
golden autumn foliage.
Deciduous

Image: Wendy Cutler - flickr

Flowers/fruit:

Pale lilac trumpet-shaped flowers, with darker purple markings in
the throat, are borne throughout summer

Tolerances:

Will tolerate hot dry conditions
with minimal irrigation once
established. Requires welldrained soils in a sunny, airy
location.

Considerations:

Not for very windy or
waterlogged sites. Will require
training to a single stem if
required. Suitable for under
powerlines.

Image: Frau Siebenschläfer - Wikimedia:
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13. Callistemon citrinus x viminalis
Hybrid Bottlebrush: ‘Harkness’, ‘Kings Park Special’
Height:

4-6 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Australian Native cultivars

Habit:

Upright rounded small trees
(or large shrubs) with
slightly weeping branchlets

Foliage:

Smooth, mid-green leaves
up to 8 cm long tend to be
stiff and leathery with a
slightly spiky tip. Kings
Image: Flemings Nurseries
Park Special is somewhat
smaller growing with
narrower and less leathery leaves than Harkness. Evergreen

Flowers/fruit:

Masses of multiple drooping, crimson
red to 20cm ‘bottlebrush’ spikes during
spring and summer.

Tolerances:

Adaptable to a wide range of soil types
but best when grown in an open, sunny
position. Responds well to pruning after
flowering which also
promotes flowering and
keeps the plant dense.
Very easily grown,
tolerating extended dry
periods once established.

Considerations:

New growth can be
damaged in areas that
receive severe frosts.
Mature size is suitable for
under higher powerlines.

Images: Blerick Tree Farm
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14. Celtis australis
European Nettle Tree
Height:

10-15 metres

Width:

6-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Southern Europe and
Western Asia

Habit:

Pyramidal when
juvenile, maturing to a
broadly rounded crown
with arching and
ascending branches.
Image: Frieda - Wikimedia

Foliage:

Elliptical, 15 cm long smooth mid- green on top and hairy greygreen below with prominently serrated margins, turning pale yellow
in autumn. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Inconspicuous. Female flowers, typically
appearing separate to the males on the
same plant, are followed by small hard
single seeded fruit ripening to purple/black.

Tolerances:

Prefers moist, well-drained
soil in a position receiving full
sun but is adaptable to a
wide range of site conditions
including moderately dry
sites. Has good wind
tolerance.

Considerations:

Is a declared weed in ACT
and WA although not known
to have naturalised in Vic.
Good shade tree but not
suitable under powerlines.
Images: Utar Sigmal Franz Xaver - Wikimedia
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15. Corymbia ficifolia
Dwarf Flowering Gum 'Summer Red’, ‘Summer
Beauty’, ‘Baby Orange’, ‘Baby Scarlet', 'Calypso
Queen’, ‘Fairy Floss'
Height:

4-6 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

Western Australian hybrid

Habit:

Foliage:

A grafted small dense
rounded tree
Ovate deep green leathery
leaves with a prominent
midrib and bronzy-green
coloured new growth.
Evergreen

Image: Arbornet

Flowers/fruit:

Prolific bunches of brightly-coloured flowers of red, orange or pink
produced at the branch tips in summer followed by large, to 30mm,
urn-shaped fruits.

Tolerances:

Requires well-drained
soils in full sun and is
fairly drought tolerant
once established. Young
growth is easily damaged
by frost

Considerations:

Not suitable for frost
prone areas. Any growth
below the graft union
needs to be regularly
removed. Suitable size
for under powerlines.
Image: Metro Trees
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16. Corymbia maculata
Spotted Gum
Height:

15-20 metres

Width:

7-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

Coastal and subcoastal
NSW to NE Vic

Habit:

A tall straight tree typically
Image: John Tann- Flickr
with a single trunk of
smooth cream bark shedding n patches revealing revealing shades
of of grey and sometimes pink. Develops a dense broadly domed
canopy as it matures.

Foliage:

Narrow, slightly glossy mid-green leaves to 20cm long. Evergreen

Flowers/fruit:

Small clusters of cream flowers are produced Autumn to Winter

Tolerances:

Very adaptable to a range of conditions, moderately drought
tolerant but susceptible to frosts during early establishment

Considerations:

Not suitable for
nature-strips less
than 3 metres in
width. Requires
formative
pruning. Good for
avenue plantings
but not suitable
under powerlines.

Image: Metro Trees

Street Tree Planting - Preferred Street Tree Species

Page 18

17. Eucalyptus leucoxylon
Yellow Gum Cultivars: ‘Euky Dwarf’, ‘Rosea’
Height:

7-18 metres

Width:

5-10 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Eastern Australia

Habit:

Typically a medium irregular
tree with a spreading, light
canopy however the form
can vary greatly depending
on origin.

Foliage:

The narrow leaves are dull
green in colour. The fibrous
bark at the base of the trunk
usually remains as a ‘sock’
below the smooth yellowish-white trunk or stems. Evergreen

Flowers/fruit:

Prolific blossoms of yellow, pink or red in clusters of three from late
autumn to early summer.

Tolerances:

A very tough adaptable tree
suited to most conditions and
soil types. Is very tolerant of
compaction, drought, and
frost.

Considerations: Requires formative pruning
to develop good structure as
it rarely develops a straight
trunk naturally. Small
cultivars suitable for under
powerlines

Images: Arbornet
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18. Eucalyptus mannifera
Brittle Gum cultivars: ‘Little Spotty’
Height:

7-8 metres

Width:

5-7 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Inland South-Eastern
Australia.

Habit:

Image. Din San Nursery
Small upright tree with open
canopy and typically straight trunk. Smooth powdery white bark
shedding with strongly spotted, reddish ornamental bark. Evergreen

Foliage:

Narrow, blue- green leaves

Flowers/fruit:

Small creamy white flowers in late winter/ early spring

Tolerances:

Requires free draining soils, good drought tolerance

Considerations:

Suitable under higher
powerlines only. Will
require monitoring
for safety when
mature

Image: Online Plants:

Street Tree Planting - Preferred Street Tree Species

Page 20

19. Eucalyptus melliodora
Yellow Box
Height:

15-20 metres

Width:

8-15 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Eastern Australia. Naturally
occurring in the Macedon
Ranges in grassy woodlands
and open forest

Habit:

Wide spreading, irregular form with domed canopy and fibrous bark.
Evergreen

Foliage:

Narrow, pale green to blue-grey green leaves with distinct edge
vein

Flowers/fruit:

Small white, honey-scented flowers in 7’s from spring to summer.
Australia main honey production source.

Tolerances:

Will struggle in compacted or alkaline waterlogged soils. Very good
dry tolerance

Considerations:

Only suitable for wide naturestrips, 3 metres or more,
without powerlines

Images John Tann - Wikimedia
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20. Eucalyptus pauciflora
Dwarf Snow Gum ‘Little Snowman’
Height:

4-7 metres

Width:

3-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

Eastern Australia (Dwarf form)

Habit:

A small to medium sized
evergreen tree with smooth
creamy-white bark and an
open semi-weeping rounded
crown

Image: Amanda Slater - Wikimedia:

Foliage:

Thick and waxy grey- green leaves with very distinctive veins
parallel with the margins. Evergreen

Flowers/fruit:

Masses of small cream-white flowers spring and summer.

Tolerances:

Tolerant of most site conditions other than heavily waterlogged soils
and very hot, dry sites. Relatively drought tolerant once
established.

Considerations:

Not suitable for
very hot, dry sites.
May require
formative pruning
to maintain a
single trunk.
Suitable under
higher powerlines

Image: Online Plants

Street Tree Planting - Preferred Street Tree Species

Page 22

21. Eucalyptus polyanthemos
Red Box
Height:

10-20 metres

Width:

8-12 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

Eastern Australia.
Subspecies vestita naturally
occurring in the Macedon
Ranges in woodlands of
gravelly clay

Image: Din San Nursery

Habit:

Upright with a rounded canopy and red-brown rough, fibrous bark
on a typically naturally clear trunk

Foliage:

Slate grey to silvery rounded leaves

Flowers/fruit:

Large clusters of small white flowers in Spring

Tolerances:

Very drought tolerant,
moderately tolerant of
compaction

Considerations:

Relatively maintenance free
if good form with straight
trunk selected. Not suitable
under powerlines due to
eventual mature size.

Image: Melburnian - Flickr
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22. Fraxinus ‘Raywood’
Claret Ash
Height:

9-12 metres

Width:

7-10 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

South Australian cultivar (original
Sth Europe)

Habit:

Narrow and upright when young
becoming rounded to oval when
mature.

Foliage:

Small narrow pinnate (feather-like leaflets) deep green turning a
rich deep claret-purple in autumn. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Inconspicuous in late winter to spring. Produces little seed

Tolerances:

Relatively drought and heat tolerant but will perform best in moist,
well drained soils. Best autumn colour in cooler areas

Considerations:

Brittle branches can be
prone to wind damage.
Ash Die-back has been
observed in some trees
(particularly Canberra)
which may render it short
lived in the landscape.
Not suitable under
powerlines due to mature
height

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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23. Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Green Ash ‘Cimmzam’ CimmaronTM, ‘Urbdell’
UrbaniteTM
Height:

13-15 metres

Width:

7-9 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

North America

Habit:

Upright, developing a
dense, broad oval crown
with age. Uniform branch
structure

Foliage:

Cimmzam has shiny,
dark green leaflets that
turn deep burgundy and
fiery red while Urbdell
foliage is grey-green
changing to bronze- gold
in autumn. Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

Small yellow-green inconspicuous
flowers in spring

Tolerances:

Reportedly tolerant of compacted or waterlogged soils, very cold
winters and hot summers

Considerations:

Any growth below the graft union
must be removed so as not to
overrun the tree. Not suitable for
under powerlines or narrow
naturestrips due to size at maturity

Image: Blerick Tree Farm

Image: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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24. Geijera parviflora
Wilga / Australian Willow
Height:

7-9 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow

Origin:

Dry inland areas of Vic to Qld

Habit:

Wide-spreading symmetrical
pendulous rounded crown
typically with single stout trunk.
Evergreen

Foliage:

Longish linear olive green to
greyish leaves on pendulous
branchlets. Aromatic when crushed

Image: Metro trees

Flowers/fruit:

Clusters of white star- shaped strongly scented flowers from winter
to spring

Tolerances:

Extremely drought tolerant but requires well-drained soils. Tolerates
hard pruning

Considerations:

Suitable for very hot, dry sites
but will not grow well in dense
shade. Can be used under
powerlines if hard pruned.
Slow growing

Image: Peter Woodard - Wikimedia
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25. Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis
Thornless Honey Locust ‘Shademaster’,‘Ruby Lace’,
Height:

10-12 metres

Width:

8-10 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

North America

Habit:

Erect to spreading
deciduous tree with
rounded canopy of
horizontal, gracefully
ascending branches.

Foliage:

Dark, emerald green (or
Burgundy if Ruby Lace)
pinnate to bipinnate (feather-like
leaflets) leaves turn yellow in autumn.

Image: Bostonian 13 - Wikimedia

Flowers/fruit:

Inconspicuous small green flowers in spring followed by a large,
flat, leathery ‘pea’.

Tolerances:

Wide range of pH and soil types, including urban sites, air pollution,
moderately saline soils, low levels of drought and occasional
wetness

Considerations:

Will tend to sucker if roots are
disturbed. Can be considered too
low branching/pendulous for
streets– will require pruning to
contain. Not suitable size for under
powerlines. All parts contain
potentially dangerous toxins

Image: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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26. Koelreuteria paniculata
Golden Rain Tree
Height:

7-10 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

China and Korea

Habit:

Broadly ovate to rounded.
Branches irregualr and
spreading. Usually grows
as a multi-stemmed tree,
but can be trained to a
single trunk with pruning

Image: Martarch - Wikimedia

Foliage:

Distinctive bright bluish-green pinnate to bipinnate (feather-like
leaflets) leaves usually with seven to 15 individual leaflets. The
autumn colour is bronze-to-gold.

Flowers/fruit:

Chains of yellow flowers to 40 cm long at the ends of branches from
mid- to late summer followed by small, bladder like seed pods in
autumn.

Tolerances:

Very heat and drought tolerant.

Considerations:

Not suitable for shady or low
maintenance sites due to slow growth
habit under these conditions. Not
suitable for under powerlines

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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27. Lagerstroemia indica x L. fauriei
Crepe Myrtle ‘‘Biloxi’, ‘Natchez’, ‘Tuscarora’
Height:

6-8 metres

Width:

5-6 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

U.S. Hybrid – species
China

Habit:

A small deciduous tree
with a multi trunk habit
forming a broad vase
shaped canopy. Smooth
pink-grey bark

Foliage:

Small oval leaves are light bronze becoming,
glossy, dark green then turning orange to dark red in autumn.

Flowers/fruit:

‘Crimped’ petalled flowers can be white, pink red or purple,
occurring in long clusters late summer to autumn followed by
insignificant capsules.

Tolerances:

Adapts to most soil types and has a moderate to high drought
tolerance once established. Requires full sun

Considerations:

Tends to develop
multiple stems so
requires pruning if a
single trunk is desired.
Smaller cultivars
suitable for under
powerlines

Image: Flemings

Image: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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28. Malus ioensis ‘Plena’
Bechtel Crab-apple
Height:

6 metres

Width:

5 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

North America

Habit:

Broad spreading with a
rounded crown. Slow
growing in the early years

Foliage:

Green leaves with distinct,
coarsely serrated margins.
Rich dark red and orange
in autumn

Flowers/fruit:

Masses of mildly fragrant, double flowers
in groups of three to five in late spring.
The outer petals of the buds are a soft,
delicate pink and open to large, rose-like
flowers with prominent yellow stamens.
At full bloom tree is a floral mass

Tolerances:

Prefers slightly acidic, well-drained soil in
full sun to partial shade. Does not tolerate
soils of high pH well

Considerations:

Requires
formative
pruning when
young and
summer
irrigation in
very dry areas

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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29. Malus trilobata
Upright Crab-apple
Height:

6-7 metres

Width:

2-4 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

West Asia to Sth Europe

Habit:

Upright, symmetrical small
tree in a pyramid shape

Foliage:

Dark green, deeply lobed
leaves changing to burgundy,
with yellow, in autumn.
Deciduous

Flowers/fruit:

White flowers of summer contrast well against the dark green
foliage and are followed by small crab apples.

Tolerances:

Handles heavy clay soils but does best in well drained loamy soil.
Full sun to part shade and tolerant of heavy frosts. Relatively
drought tolerant once established

Considerations:

Compact mature size suitable for under powerlines. Not commonly
available in the past but becoming more popular as proving reliable

Images: Online Trees
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30. Melia azedarach
White Cedar ‘Elite’
Height:

8-10 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Fast

Origin:

Northern Australia
& Sth-East Asia
A broad tree with
an umbrella-like
canopy, often low
branched if not
pruned.

Habit:

Foliage:

The leaves are
Image: Metro Trees
pinnate (feather-like leaflets) and vivid green
throughout summer. In autumn the foliage turns rich yellow. One of
the few winter deciduous native trees.

Flowers/fruit:

Small fragrant flowers are in clusters growing from leaf axils and
branchlet ends forming from September to November

Tolerances:

Prefers open sun, is hardy to all but the most severe frosts and can
endure extended dry periods. Will adapt to a wide range of soil
conditions and responds extremely well to formative pruning.

Considerations: NOTE: only the nonfruiting cultivar ‘Elite’ is to
be selected as the
original species has weed
potential via seed
dispersal by birds. Good
shade tree. Best to
purchase with clear
straight trunks to reduce
issues of low branching.
Not suitable for under
powerlines.

Image: Alpsdake - Wikimedia:
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31. Pistacia chinensis
Chinese Pistachio
Height:

8-10 metres

Width:

6-8 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow to moderate

Origin:

China & Taiwan

Habit:

Rounded. Young trees tend to
be narrow and spindly. Can
eventually become quite a large
tree

Foliage:

Dark green and glossy, pinnate
(feather-like leaflets) changing to
a spectacular reddish-orange in Autumn and often held on the tree
long into winter.

Flowers/fruit:

Insignificant yellowish-green flowers in panicles in spring. Male and
female flowers are produced on
separate plants (dioecious)

Tolerances:

Very tolerant of dry and sandy
conditions, urban stresses and pruning

Considerations:

Requires formative pruning and training
to a single leader with well-spaced
branches when young

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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32. Platanus orientalis
Oriental Plane cultivar: 'Digitata'

Height:

15-30 metres

Width:

15-20 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

European cultivar

Habit:

Pyramidal in youth,
becoming rounded with
age. Eventually forms a
large tree

Image: Blerick Tree Farm

Foliage:

The deeply incised foliage becomes yellow-brown in autumn

Flowers/fruit:

Inconspicuous flowers in early spring

Tolerances:

Wide range including
urban conditions, differing
soils and atmospheric
pollution. Responds well
to heavy pruning and
exhibits good disease
resistance. Not for very
hot, dry sites.

Considerations:

Only for larger roads and
parks within the shire due
to eventual mature size.
Hairs from the fruits and
leaves can cause an
allergic reaction in some
people. Not for under
powerlines

Image: Jean-Pol Grandmont - wikimedia
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33. Pyrus betulaefolia
Birch-leaf Pear ‘Southworth’ Dancer
Height:

7 metres

Width:

4-5 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

North & Central China

Habit:

Ovate to broadly pyramidal, with a
well-formed crown

Foliage:

New growth emerges as silverygrey, and soon matures to a
shining mid-green. Pendulous
leaves hang on slender branchlets
that ‘dance’ in the wind, changing
to yellow in autumn.

Image: Flemings Nurseries

Flowers/fruit:

Prolific white flowers in late spring flowed by Russet coloured
(inedible) fruits.

Tolerances:

Adaptable to a wide range of site
conditions including relatively dry
conditions once established, and slightly
alkaline soils. Able to handle
intermittently wet, heavy soils

Considerations:

Best in full sun. Only
suitable under very high
powerlines

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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34. Quercus canariensis
Algerian Oak
Canley Height:

20-25 metres

Width:

12-20 metres

Growth Rate:

Slow - Moderate

Origin:

South Europe & North
Africa

Habit:

A large, rounded-headed
tree growing wider than
tall with thick branched
from a short trunk. Evergreen to semideciduous in colder climates

Image: Canley - Wikimedia

Foliage:

Leaves to 20cm long are glossy green above and greyish beneath
with 6-12 pairs of shallow lobes

Flowers/fruit:

Small male catkins and female flowers in clusters are separate on
the same tree (monoecious) followed by large acorns

Tolerances:

Will grow in most soil types, and in a wide range of climates
including quite dry soils.

Considerations:

Hybridises freely with Q. robur (English
Oak) and many trees in Victoria
display characteristics of both. Slow to
establish but long lived. Suitable only
for major roads due to large, mature
size and not under powerlines

Image: Kenraiz - Wikimedia
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35. Quercus palustris
Pin Oak
Height:

20 metres

Width:

8 -12 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

North America

Habit:

A large deciduous tree that
forms a strongly conical
formed canopy, typically with
a central leader.

Foliage:

Leaves are around 20com
long with 5 to 7 deeply
dissected ‘lobes’. They
appear dark green in colour
above and lighter green
beneath, turning bronze to crimson red in autumn.

Flowers/fruit:

Small male catkins and female flowers in clusters are separate on
the same tree (monoecious) followed by 10-15mm wide acorns

Tolerances:

Established readily and tolerates most conditions including a good
tolerance to drought and heat

Considerations:

Some trees retain the dead
leaves in the crown for
months - an 'early defoliating
form' is available that
completely sheds each winter.
Good tree for shade and
avenues but only for large
nature strips, 3 metres or
greater. (unless the fastigiate
form ‘Green Piller’ is used).
Not suitable for under powerlines

Images: Winter Hill Tree Farm
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36. Tilia americana
American Linden cultivars: 'Bailyard' - Frontyard™
Height:

12 metres

Width:

7 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate

Origin:

North America

Habit:

Broadly pyramidal,
becoming rounded with
age. Symmetrical
branching habit

Foliage:

Dense foliage provides
good shade. Dark green,
heart-shaped leaves,
turning pale yellow in
autumn.

Flowers/fruit:

Fragrant, pendulous, yellow flower clusters in early to mid-summer

Tolerances:

Requires moist, well-drained fertile soils.

Considerations:

Not suitable for hot, dry sites.
Can be slow to establish after
transplanting. Not suitable
under powerlines due to mature
height

Image: Virens - Flickr
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37. Ulmus parvifolia
Chinese Elm cultivars: ‘Todd’, ‘Burnley Select’,
Height:

8-12 metres

Width:

8-15 metres

Growth Rate:

Moderate to fast

Origin:

China & Japan
Image: R. Nijboer - Flickr

Habit:

A spreading, semi- pendulous, tree
with rounded crown at maturity. Is
semi-deciduous tree in cold climates,
evergreen in milder climates Attractive
flaking orange/brown bark.

Foliage:

Small, 2.5-5cm in length, glossy green
leaves with finely toothed margins
turning gold in cool climates.
Image: Metro Trees

Flowers/fruit:

Small red flowers in autumn followed by a small flat samara (winged
seed)

Tolerances:

Adaptable and tolerant of a
most conditions including
compaction, dryness and a
complete pH range although
performs best in moist, fertile
soils. An alternative for
heritage Elm plantings as
resistant to attack by Elm
Leaf Beetle

Considerations:

Requires formative pruning
when young as is prone to
developing more than one
Image: Daderot - wikimedia
dominant leader. Can sucker
if roots are damaged. Not suitable for under powerlines
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