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Our action plan 

As an advocate 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

Gain more data and 
information on housing 
needs in the Macedon 
Ranges Shire, and 
elevate affordable 
housing as key priorities 
for our community 

 

 

Commit to exploring opportunities for affordable 
housing in our Council Plan 2021–2031 

Council Plan 2021–2031 
includes affordable housing 

Ongoing  

Identify increased access to affordable housing as 
a new health and wellbeing priority in our Municipal 
Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2021–2025, and 
commit to working with the Victorian Government 
and the Loddon Mallee Region Group of Councils 
(LMRGC) to achieve this  

Municipal Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan 2021–2025 
includes affordable housing 
and action to work with 
LMRGC 

Ongoing  

Develop an Affordable Housing Policy to guide our 
approach to housing needs  

Affordable Housing Issues 
Papers prepared 

Affordable Housing Policy 
endorsed by Council 

Ongoing 
 

July 2023 

Assist residents on low 
income to remain in their 
homes  

Assist low-income homeowners to remain in their 
homes by:  

 having a financial hardship policy 

 providing rates discounts to pensioners 

 providing rates rebates to war veterans and 
widows 

 supporting people to access Victorian 
Government programs to reduce living costs  

 referring people to financial counselling 
services  

 enabling access to home support services for 
eligible older people 

Business as usual  Ongoing 
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As an advocate 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

 managing seniors’ housing units consistent 
with the objectives of this policy. 

Plan for future affordable 
housing supply that is 
suitable and sufficient for 
priority groups in our 
community  

 

 

Recognise the role of Homes Victoria in 
formulating, finalising and delivering plans to 
develop affordable and social housing on land that 
is owned by government, not-for-profit groups, 
churches and private individuals 

Noted in interim and final 
Affordable Housing Policy 

July 2022 

Advocate for groups that are disproportionately 
affected by a lack of affordable housing 

 

Affordable housing issues 
papers prepared 

Big Housing Build 
discussions 

Planning levers  

October 2021 

 
July 2023 
 

Ongoing  

Provide information and support to groups seeking 
to develop increased affordable housing in the 
shire 

Affordable housing issues 
papers prepared 

Big Housing Build 
discussions 

Planning levers 

October 2021 

 
July 2023 

 
Ongoing 

Work constructively and cooperatively with 
neighbouring councils to address the provision of 
affordable housing for low-income residents within 
the Loddon Mallee region 

 

Participate in development of 
the Loddon Mallee Housing 
Revitalisation Strategy and 
actions relevant to the 
Macedon Ranges Shire 

July 2023 

Advocate for outcomes 
that build support for 
community housing  

Advocate to the Victorian Government against the 
proposed change that all social housing is rate 
exempt. The impact of a $136.8 million annual 

Participate in Municipal 
Association of Victoria (MAV)-
led advocacy 

Ongoing 
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As an advocate 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

 

 

state-wide reduction in revenue will seriously 
impact local services and infrastructure, or it will 
require higher rates on a small proportion of 
people1. 

Write to the Treasurer and 
Minister for Housing outlining 
the impact of proposed rate 
exemptions on local 
government revenue, 
services and infrastructure 

July 2022 

Advocate for Council and community input into 
design and location of development under Victoria 
Government’s Big Housing Build 

Exchange information with 
Homes Victoria and articulate 
our wish to work with Homes 
Victoria 

Ongoing  

Advocate for changes to the Planning Policy 
Framework to provide more explicit support for 
affordable housing in planning 

Participate in MAV-led 
advocacy 

 

Ongoing 

 

  

                                                           
1 Municipal Association of Victoria, Social Housing and Funding for Council services- Issues Paper, July 2021 
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As a facilitator and investor 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

Plan for a future 
affordable housing supply 
that is suitable and 
sufficient for priority 
groups in our community 

 

Work with Homes Victoria, housing providers and 
relevant stakeholders to assess need to renew or 
rebuild existing low-cost housing in the shire 

 

Stakeholder communication 
plan 

December 2021 

Work with housing providers to seek Victorian 
Government funding to renew and, where 
appropriate, expand Council owned or managed 
seniors housing stock 

 

Grant application/s July 2023 

Work with Homes Victoria to identify, assess, plan, 
and develop underused state or Council-owned 
land where this land can be used to deliver 
additional social housing. Where there are 
opportunities to develop on Council land, we will 
undertake a rigorous planning, assessment before 
finalising any proposal. The assessment process 
will consider: 

 the original purpose of the land 

 planning controls 

 impact on open space provision. 

Site assessments July 2023 
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As a facilitator and investor 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

 Investigate planning policy controls to leverage 
affordable housing outcomes including: 

 requiring an affordable housing report as part 
of any rezoning proposal or significant 
application 

 pursuing voluntary negotiated agreements for 
the inclusion of affordable housing on 
appropriate development sites as part of 
planning scheme amendment rezoning and 
planning permit applications. 

Update our Sale of Land policy with reference to 
the Local Government Act 2020 and due 
consideration of affordable housing need 

Position considered in final 
Affordable Housing Policy 

July 2023 

Advocate for outcomes 
that build support for 
community housing  

 

Retain a degree of influence over where affordable 
housing is provided in the shire 

 

Site plans 

Planning levers 

Ongoing 
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As a decision maker 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

Deliver decisions that 
promote appropriate 
standards of affordable 
housing 

 

Where legislation exists, provide due consideration to matters 
prescribed by the Victorian Government for affordable 
housing provision, including but not limited to need, location, 
type, and longevity 

Planning levers Ongoing 

Where legislation exists, ensure that affordable housing 
developments are:  

 indistinguishable from surrounding dwellings  

 designed to maximise environmentally sustainable 
design (ESD) principles 

 designed to minimise energy costs to the resident  

 designed to minimise future maintenance costs to the 
owner  

 established to minimise the future costs of communal 
services and body corporate fees  

 convenient to public transport 

 convenient to services, employment, schools, and 
shops 

 designed to contain dwellings suitable for a range of 
tenants of all ages and abilities and from individuals to 
families 

 designed to incorporate the principles of universal 
design. 

Planning levers Ongoing 

Uphold the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 that states 
that Council is responsible for registering all prescribed 
accommodation businesses as defined by the Public Health 
and Wellbeing Regulations 2009. These premises are 
generally used for overnight, intermittent or holiday 

Functions of authorised 
officers 

Ongoing  
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As a decision maker 

Strategic objective Action  Outcome Timeline 

accommodation, and include hotels, motels, hostels and 
rooming houses2. 

Plan for a future 
affordable housing supply 
that is suitable and 
sufficient for priority 
groups in our community 

 

Ensure structure plans consider diverse housing options to 
reflect demographic change, including smaller dwellings for 
older people in well serviced locations 

The Gisborne and Romsey 
Structure Plans, Kyneton 
South Framework Plan and 
the Riddells Creek Precinct 
Structure Plan will consider 
the need for diverse housing 
options. 

Ongoing 

 

 

                                                           
2 There are currently no rooming houses registered in the Macedon Ranges Shire 


