
Activating Crossenvale 

Improving access and physical activity  
opportunities in Crossenvale Park, Echuca

What did Activating Crossenvale set out to achieve?
• To enhance awareness of park activity options for children and young people

• To get an understanding of what the community wanted for their park, in order to inform upgrades

• To promote positive role models within the community

• To engage Crossenvale children and young people in quality physical activity

• To improve park access and amenities for Crossenvale residents

Background

Prior to the commencement of the Activating Crossenvale project, it was 
recognised that Crossenvale Park needed some much-needed improvements.

Previous gradual removal of old and unsafe equipment left families without picnic 
facilities, the run-down basketball court did not have any line markings, and the 
unsealed footpath had potholes and became muddy through winter, making it 
difficult for people with prams or wheelchairs. 

The Coordinator of Crossenvale Neighbourhood House was concerned that local 
children, who often did not have access to sporting equipment and facilities 
elsewhere, were going without. 

The Healthy Heart of Victoria (HHV) Health Broker, worked with the Crossenvale 
community to understand and address these needs.

What was delivered?
• Improvements to shelter area including cement 

flooring, park bench and two tables, plus repairs  
to the shelter

• Installation of a new Adventure Tower playground 
along with rubber soft fall

• Laying of new concrete pathways throughout the 
park to improve access for all community members

• New line painting for the basketball half-court

• Installation of permanent water fountain with dog 
bowl near to playground and shelter area

• Installation of new football goal posts

• Improvements to surrounding garden beds and  
trees, including concrete garden bed edging, as  
well as installation of new signage and bollards

• Nine facilitated ‘Awareness to Space’ physical 
activity sessions with local children

Case study



How HHV made a difference 
Through the HHV Health Broker’s consultation 
with the Crossenvale community and local 
community groups such as Crossenvale 
Community House, the upgrades at the park 
were designed to address the needs of the 
community and provide greater opportunities 
for both structured and unstructured physical 
activity for local residents. After the upgrades, 
the number of park users observed almost 
tripled. Additionally, the nine facilitated 
‘Awareness to Space’ sessions reached 99 
Crossenvale children aged 3-12 years old  
(the target audience).

What next? Will there be any 
lasting impact of this work?
Infrastructure upgrades are sustainable beyond 
the project as residents will have the opportunity 
to utilise the park improvements for many years to 
come. These upgrades have also created a space 
for safe, active, place-based engagement for  
local organisations working with the community 
such as Crossenvale Neighbourhood House. 

The Healthy Heart of Victoria initiative is 
supported by the Victorian Government 

More information
 @HealthyHeartofVictoria

“[Before] Not many people would 
cross through the park area and 
mothers with prams would find it 
hard. We would have over 15 kids 

trying to use the park at one time, 
limited play equipment and room  

to play in…

The park updates have brought 
fantastic feedback, I notice more 
people using the footpath to pass 

through the park, people  
using prams and wheelchairs.”

Sheridan Clark, Coordinator,  
Crossenvale Neighbourhood House

https://www.facebook.com/HealthyHeartofVictoria/

