
Macedon Ranges Shire Council – Council Submission 
Exploration Licence Application No. EL007048 

Following notification of the above licence application on 17 September 2019, Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council wishes to highlight the following planning and environment matters 
which should be considered by Earth Resources Victoria in making its assessment regarding 
potential approval of the exploration licence in this location. 

Statement of Planning Policy 
In 2018 Macedon Ranges region was declared a distinctive area and landscape under the 
Planning and Environment Amendment (Distinctive Areas and Landscapes) Act 2018 – 
Distinctive areas and landscapes. The declaration in relation to Macedon Ranges Shire was 
published in the Government Gazette on 16 August 2018 (attached for ease of reference).   

In 2017 the Minister for Planning directed that the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP) and the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) work with Macedon 
Ranges Shire to develop a Localised Planning Statement (LPS) and a work program to 
implement all of the recommendations of the Macedon Ranges Protection Advisory 
Committee as part of the Statement. The work program broadly included:  

 preparation of new legislation to enshrine Macedon Ranges Shire as a distinctive area
and landscape

 the preparation of an LPS, now a Statement of Planning Policy (SPP), to strengthen the
importance of the Macedon Ranges in state planning policy by having a clear vision and
settlement structure including long term boundaries for townships based on approved
structure plans

 planning controls to give statutory effect to the SPP and further strategic work to address
gaps in vegetation protection and significant landscape overlays

The purpose of the SPP as set out in the Planning and Environment Amendment (Distinctive 
Areas and Landscapes) Act 2018 is to create a framework for the future use and 
development of land in the declared area to ensure the protection and conservation of the 
distinctive attributes of the declared area.  At the Ordinary 24 July 2019 Council Meeting the 
Statement of Planning Policy was endorsed.   

The SPP sets out broad objectives for land use and development in Macedon Ranges Shire 
and involves: 

 a vision for the area

 objectives and strategies for eleven policy domains

 settlement boundary maps for towns planned to accommodate managed growth.
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The eleven (11) policy domains are: 
1. Landscape 
2. Biodiversity and environmental values 
3. Water catchments and supply 
4. Aboriginal culture, heritage and caring for Country  
5. Post –contact cultural heritage  
6. Agriculture and natural resources  
7. Tourism and Recreation  
8. Settlements  
9. Transport and Infrastructure  
10. Risk and resilience   
11. Settlement boundary maps   
 
If the Statement is endorsed by the Minister for Planning, it will be considered as an 
Incorporated Document in the Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme and embedded in the 
Planning Policy Framework together with the existing state and local planning policies, 
zones, overlays and particular provisions which will continue to apply to land in the Shire. 
 
It should also be noted that Section 46AZK of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 
requires responsible public entities not to act inconsistently with Statement of Planning 
Policy: -  
 

“A responsible public entity must not act inconsistently with any provision of the 
Statement of Planning Policy that is expressed to be binding on the public entity when 
performing a function or duty or exercising a power in relation to the declared area”.   

 
Responsible Public Entities should endeavour to integrate the objectives relevant to the 
issues to be determined and balance conflicting considerations in favour of an outcome that 
best promotes the intent of the statement for the benefit of present and future generations.  
Government agencies must consider the Statement of Planning Policy when making relevant 
decisions and carrying out activities in the declared area.  This includes for the purposes of 
the planning scheme, responsible public entities and planning authorities.     
 
 
 
Any proposed licence approval would need to have regard to the objectives and 
strategies of this statement having regard to the need to protect significant 
landscapes and areas of biodiversity. 
 
 



Landscape Assessment & Biodiversity 
 
Council is currently undertaking 2 major strategic projects, which particularly highlight the 
environmental sensitivity of the area. 
 
1. Landscape Assessment Study 

Council has adopted a Landscape Assessment Study for the Macedon Ranges Shire (the 
study).  The study identifies 6 significant landscape areas across the shire.  Planning 
Scheme Amendment C133 Macedon Ranges Landscape Assessment Study 
Implementation is currently in preparation.  The amendment seeks to introduce six (6) 
new schedules to the Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO), as well as additional policy 
guidance, to ensure that significant landscapes are protected.   The amendment will likely 
be on public exhibition in early 2010. 
 
The area identified in the Exploration Licence Application No, EL007048 overlaps with 
the proposed new SLO3 Cobaw Ranges, and proposed new SLO4 McHarg Ranges and 
Granitic Uplands.  
 
The proposed new schedules will outline the significance of each of these landscapes, 
and will introduce new permit triggers, application requirements and decision guidelines 
that are tailored to the specific characteristics and values of each landscape. 
 
Any application for exploration licence activities would need to be very mindful of 
the areas shown for landscape protection and should be avoided given their 
sensitivity.  

 
2. Biodiversity Strategy 

 
Council adopted the Macedon Ranges Biodiversity Strategy in December 2018.  
Community consultation and environmental analysis conducted during the preparation of 
this strategy has highlighted important biodiversity values within the area being 
considered for the mineral exploration licence.  The Strategy proposes three vegetation 
biolinks that fall into the areas identified for the licence – the Kyneton Woodlands Biolink, 
the Upper Coliban Biolink, and the Campaspe River and Headwaters Biolink. 
 
These biolinks were chosen based on the criteria that they occur predominately across 
private land, contain significant habitat patches of remnant vegetation, have known 
presence of flora and fauna species listed as threatened under state or national 
legislation and there is a high level of community interest in their enhancement. 
 



The proposed licence area also includes dispersed patches of intact native grassland. 
The improved protection and management of these federally listed and critically 
endangered grasslands is a key objective in the Biodiversity Strategy.  Ground 
disturbance can lead to colonisation by weed species, resulting in further degradation of 
this critically endangered community. 
 
Council strongly recommends that any exploration activities would have to be very 
mindful of this significant biodiversity – both vegetation and natural habitat areas - 
which should be avoided in the exploration license area. 

 
Roadside vegetation: 
 
Many stretches of roadside vegetation in the Shire are noted for their significant 
vegetation species. Council is responsible for managing 1,700km of roadside vegetation 
for multiple outcomes – for protection and enhancement of biodiversity and habitat, to 
manage fire risks and to ensure vehicle access and public safety.  Council recognises the 
importance of vegetation corridors along roadsides and a Roadside Management Plan is 
currently in development which will apply to Council managed roads. 
 
Any exploration activities would have to be very mindful of this vegetation 
community and the legislative requirements to ensure its protection.   
 
Plains Grassy Woodland: 
 
The critically endangered EPBC listed Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plains used to cover a large area of the shire, including the area covered by the 
proposed exploration licence. This vegetation community can support highly threatened 
species such as the Growling Grass Frog, Golden Sun Moth and Striped Legless Lizard 
as well as a suite of herbs and rare orchids. 
 
While most of these threatened fauna species have not been sighted in the Macedon 
Ranges for many years, a number of threatened herbs and orchids can still be found in 
the shire including the area covered by the proposed mineral exploration licence.  
 
Grassland remnants predominately occur on private land and road and rail reserves. 
They are under considerable threat from land use practices and development, weeds and 
inappropriate disturbance regimes leading to excessive biomass or species removal (too 
frequent/intense disturbance).  
 



Any exploration activities would have to be very mindful of this vegetation 
community and the legislative requirements to ensure its protection.   
 
Biolinks 
 
The Grassy Woodlands in the hills north of Kyneton are treasured for their picturesque 
scenery and environmental significance. These woodlands were once widespread 
through the Edgecombe, Greenhill, Langley, Pastoria, Pipers Creek and Sidonia districts 
north of Kyneton. Today they are now considered at high risk of extinction as remnants 
are reduced to isolated, small patches which are in decline.  This biolink also contains 
two significant bushland reserves, Bald Hill and Black Hill reserves.  These reserves are 
important islands of biodiversity that can act as stepping stones where some species can 
live and breed. 
 
The Upper Coliban Biolink catchment provides drinking water for over 130,000 people 
and supports important environmental and cultural values. The biolink extends from 
Malmsbury Common and takes in the major waterways in the upper Coliban catchment 
covering an area of some 27,750 ha. The biolink area covers large remnant patches in 
public land including the Wombat State Forest, Lauriston Bushland Reserve and the 
Tylden South Education Area. Important patches of remnant native vegetation also exist 
on private land. These areas contain significant habitat and act as stepping stones 
providing the potential for linkages through the landscape. 
 
The Campaspe River and Headwaters Biolink provides important connectivity from 
Mount Macedon and the Wombat Forest through the more open plains woodlands 
around Kyneton. The water source for Lake Eppalock, the habitat along the river contains 
several threatened vegetation communities, aquatic life and provides habitat for many 
terrestrial species. The flood plans of Five Mile Creek around Woodend is the only known 
natural occurrence of the FFG listed, Black Gum (Eucalyptus aggregata).     
 
Any exploration activities would have to be very mindful of this vegetation 
community and the legislative requirements to ensure its protection.   
 

3. Cultural Considerations 
Waterways within the proposed exploration licence area form an important cultural 
landscape to both the Taungurung and Dja Dja Wurrung community.    
 
DJPR must engage with the Taungurung and Dja Dja Wurrung as part of any 
proposed application.   These areas should be excluded from the application 
licence area 



4. Strategic agricultural land 
 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) has developed 
draft criteria to identify strategic agricultural land and identified potential locations of 
strategic agricultural land. Land in Macedon Ranges (particularly around Kyneton and 
Woodend) that is being considered for the exploration licence has been included in the 
investigation areas for Potential Strategic Agricultural Land.     
 
Any exploration activities would have to be very mindful of the economic asset 
that agricultural land is to the shire, and have regard to the legislative 
requirements to ensure its protection.   

 
 


