
 

 

PE.2  ATTACHMENT 3: Annual environment report 2018-2019.   
 
Theme: Land and Water Management  
` 
The current legislative and policy context 
 
There are several key policies guiding Council’s work in water management: 
 

 Water for Victoria (The Water Plan) was released in October 2016 as the 
State Government’s overarching plan for managing the State’s water 
resources in the context of climate change and a growing population.  

 

 The Integrated Water Management Framework, released in September 
2017, serves as a guide for government, the water sector, and the 
community to work together to manage and deliver water in a 
coordinated and efficient manner. Many statutory water authorities are 
now developing or implementing Integrated Water Management Plans 
for their areas of jurisdiction.  

 

 The Victorian Floodplain Management Strategy was released in April 
2016, aimed at improving the evaluation and communication of flood 
risks so communities and agency stakeholders can take better informed 
action to prepare for and respond to floods. 

 
 At the regional level, the North Central Catchment Management Authority 
(NCCMA) released the final version of the North Central Floodplain 
Management Strategy in September 2018. It serves as a single plan to guide 
floodplain management within the North Central region, and provides a high 
level Regional Work Plan to inform investment decisions.     
 
Also in late 2018, the Co-Designed Catchment Program for the Maribyrnong 
Catchment Region was completed by Melbourne Water, with input from many 
agency and community stakeholders including Council.   
 
Summary of implementation progress  
 
The Environment Strategy as revised in December 2017 lists six actions under 
the theme Land and Water Management.   
 
The implementation status of the eight actions at June in each of 2016, 2017, 
2018 and 2019 are shown in the table below and can be summarised as:  
 
Commenced  1   
Ongoing  7  
Completed  0  
Outstanding   0  
 
As Council’s work relating to land and water management aims for continuous 
improvement in the health of land and waterways across the shire, the status 
of most actions is listed as “ongoing”.  
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Indicators  
 
Five indicators have been defined to measure the effectiveness of Council 
works and programs for improving the health of land and waterways, which can 
be reported against both quantitatively and qualitatively:   
 
1. Weed control on Council managed land    
2. Pest animal control on Council managed land    
3. Consideration of catchment health in Council processes and decisions   
4. Community engagement in activities to raise awareness and facilitate 

action relating to sustainable land and waterway management  
5. Collaboration with community and agency stakeholders in sustainable 

land and waterway management 
 

The indicators may be redefined in the future as Council processes in collating 
and analysing data evolve.  
 
Our key achievements  
 
Indicator 1: Weed control on Council managed land    

 
Council prioritises treatment of declared noxious weeds listed under the 
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 in accordance with its schedules as 
updated in July 2017. In planning its annual weed treatment program, Council 
adopts a strategic and cost efficient approach to weed control by collating and 
analysing recent audit information with historical data to inform its works. 
Accordingly, Council’s priority woody weeds for treatment in 2018-2019 were 
Gorse, Blackberry, Cape Broom, English Broom, and Sweet Briar.  Additionally, 
Council targets infestations of Chilean Needle Grass (Nassella neesiana) and 
Serrated Tussock (Nassella trichotoma) in its Nassella control program.      

  
Key statistics regarding Council’s weed control works in 2018-2019 include:   
 

 Weed control was conducted at 197 of 666 rural roadside sites in the shire    
 
 Weed control was conducted along 468 kms of Council managed roads  
 

 Almost 1,700km of (rural) roadsides (the total kms of roads managed by 
Council) were audited and the status of target weed infestations recorded 
in Council’s database 
 

 The area of weed infestations treated (on all council managed land) was 
over 40,000m2, approximately the size of 5.5 soccer pitches.   

 
Indicator 2: Pest animal control on Council managed land    

 
In terms of impact on biodiversity and catchment health across the shire, pest 
animals present a relatively low threat compared to some surrounding areas 
and compared to the threat presented by woody weeds and other pest plants. 



 

 

 
Council adopts an asset protection approach to pest animal management, 
prioritising its limited resources to manage known and emerging infestations at 
a selection of sites. 
 
In 2018-2019: 
 

 160 trap nights were conducted to determine the presence of feral cats 
at Black Hill Reserve. No feral cats were trapped.  

 

 A preliminary fox control program to test the effectiveness of shooting as 
a control method was conducted at Black Hill Reserve, with the aim of 
reducing pressure on prey native fauna species. Its poor success 
suggests the need to employ a mix of control methods to eradicate 
known fox populations. 

 

 Rabbit control was undertaken by fumigation of warrens and shooting  
 
All pest animal management programs are typically conducted in autumn when 
pest species are likely to be in relatively poor health and therefore easier to 
control.      
 
Council is also keeping informed about deer management programs across the 
state and region as their presence appears to be increasing.  

 
Indicator 3: Consideration of catchment health in Council processes and 
decisions   

 
An objective for Catchment Management listed in the Environment Strategy is: 
 

To consider decisions of Council in the context of catchment health, and 
aim to minimise adverse impacts on waterways, water quality and water 
supply.   

 
Meeting this objective involves a range of ongoing actions including: 
 

 Implementation of catchment health objectives as a part of statutory 
planning processes  

 Inclusion of water sensitive urban design as a part of new development 
plans or precinct structure plans 

 Designing and constructing roads to minimise sediment run off into 
waterways 

 
Accordingly, Council has several policies and plans to guide decision making, 
for example, the Gisborne Water Sensitive Urban Design Masterplan (2015).  
 
A key achievement for 2018-2019 in regards to planning for improved waterway 
protection was the review of Council’s Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 
(2013), which resulted in the Draft Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 
2019, due to be adopted by Council in November 2019.    



 

 

An emerging area of work for Council relates to reducing water consumption 
and improving water efficiency of water use. In early 2019, Council undertook 
the first stage of this work, through reconciling water accounts from the past five 
years. This process identified scope to rationalise meters, and identified key 
high water use sites that warrant further investigation to identify potential for 
reducing water usage.   

 
Indicator 4: Community engagement in activities to raise awareness and 
action relating to sustainable land and waterway management  
 

 Weed workshops.  Council hosted a Blackberry identification and control 

workshop in Gisborne in February 2019, attended by 32 local landowners.  

 Rabbit workshops.   A workshop on rabbit control was held in March 2019, 
attended by over 65 people from across the shire, mostly hobby farmers.  

 

 Soil Management Workshop.  In December 2019, Council supported the 
Upper Campaspe Landcare network host a soil management workshop for 
landholders, led by soil scientist from Agriculture Victoria.  
 

 This Farm Needs a Farmer.  Council shared a stall with the North Central 
Catchment Management Authority at the This Farm Needs a Farmer Field 
day on Sunday 24 February at the Kyneton Showgrounds. Over 50 booklets 
on weed identification and control were distributed and there were many 
discussions about Gorse and Blackberry control and fox proof fencing,    

 
 

Indicator 5: Collaboration with community and agency stakeholders in 
sustainable land and waterway management 
 
In 2018-2019, Council continued to work with agency stakeholders and water 
management authorities to plan for improved water management of waterways 
and water resources.  Some key partnerships included:  

 

 Healthy Waterways Strategy Review. Council participated in the 
working group for Melbourne Water’s review of the Healthy Waterways 
Strategy, with the new strategy completed in December 2018. Council 
also participated in the development of the related Co-Designed 
Catchment Program for the Maribyrnong Catchment Region, also 
completed in late 2018.   
 

 Works on waterways.  Council completed the weed control program at 
Dry Creek crossing on Three Chain Road in accordance with Melbourne 
Water’s Corridors of Green Project.   

 

 Community Weed Partnership Program.  Council provided $9,620 (ex 
GST) to Landcare and Friends groups through Council’s Community 
Weed Partnership Program to deliver weed control on Council managed 
reserves and roadsides.  

 



 

 

Council’s future priorities  
 
A key priority for Council in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 is to engage private 
landholders in sustainable land and waterway management to improve 
catchment health. Work in this area will be assisted by the employment of a 
new part time contract position in Council, funded by the National Landcare 
Program, namely a Private Land Conservation Officer. The officer will work 
directly with individual landholders as well as with delivery partners (like state 
government management agencies and agribusiness groups) to facilitate 
sustainable land management across the shire.     
 
Other priority areas for improving land and waterway management include:  
 

 Catchment Health. Supporting the North Central Catchment 
Management Authority and Coliban Water to implement A Healthy 
Coliban Catchment, a 20 year plan focussing on waterway health and 
protection of the water supply catchment upstream of Malmsbury 
Reservoir.  The project involves community members and landholders, 
and aims to protect the natural and cultural values of the upper 
catchment while reducing runoff to waterways.    

 
 Domestic Wastewater Management. Council is working in partnership 

with Coliban Water to ensure homeowners and landholders in close 

proximity to waterways are maintaining their wastewater treatment 

systems in catchment areas.  In particular, audits will be conducted on 

about 1,000 systems in the upper catchment of the Coliban River.  

 

 Five Mile Creek, Woodend. Work with the North Central Catchment 
Management Authority (NCCMA) and Coliban Water to develop a works 
plan for the restoration of Five Mile Creek. 
 

 Flood mapping. Support the NCCMA in its review of flood mapping for 
Kyneton, and in progressing amendments to planning policy and controls 
that may follow the mapping review.  
 

 Water Conservation.  Extending from the audit of water accounts 
undertaken in 2018-2019 to conduct water audits at key high use sites, 
to identify potential for reducing water consumption.  Developing a Water 
Action Plan for Council operations may be warranted in future years.   
 

 WSUD in new development.  Ensuring plans for new development 
areas in Gisborne, Riddells Creek, Romsey and Kyneton require best 
practice water sensitive urban design treatments to minimise adverse 
impacts on waterway health. Develop maintenance schedules for 
contractors, to ensure treatments continue to function efficiently.    

 

 Integrated Water Management. Working with Western Water, DELWP, 
and Melbourne Water to develop an IWM plan for Gisborne, New 
Gisborne, Riddells Creek and Lancefield.   



 

 

 Weed management. Council will continue to refine and analyse data 

regarding its weed management program to enable more accurate  

reporting on trends in weed infestations according to different  

classifications of council managed land  

 
Amendments required to Environment Strategy   
 
The Environment Strategy will be updated to ensure reference to state and 
regional policy and planning contexts are current.    
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Implementation status of actions listed for the key theme Catchment Management  
   

Action  Status June 
2016 

Status June 
2017 

Status June 
2018 

Status June 
2019 

Continue to implement the Weed and Pest Animal 
Strategy, reviewing and updating the document as 
needed (from key theme Biodiversity)   
 

commenced ongoing  

 

. 
 

ongoing ongoing 

Advocate to authorised agencies for increased 
compliance with legislation for biodiversity protection, 
including the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 
and Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (from key 
theme Biodiversity)  

Commenced  ongoing  ongoing ongoing 

Continue to advocate for, and participate in planning 
and program initiatives and research and monitoring 
projects for improving knowledge and action in 
catchment management at state, regional and local 
levels 

Commenced  ongoing  ongoing ongoing 

Review Council's Landcare and Environmental Friends 
Group support program to ensure it aligns with agreed 
Council and community goals and priorities for 
improving the health of land and waterways.  

Commenced  ongoing ongoing CHECK  

Incorporate water sensitive design treatments when 
designing roadworks where feasible and practical. 
Continue to seek opportunities for funding and 
partnerships to invest in works, in development and 
application of related construction and maintenance 
guidelines and in monitoring the effectiveness of 
treatments and works  

Outstanding  Commenced  ongoing ongoing 

Work with key agencies and land owners in managing 
waterway reserves, to improve waterway health and 
restore riparian corridors as biolinks as a means of 
improving ecosystem connectivity across the shire.  

ongoing ongoing ongoing ongoing 

     



 

 

Promote and facilitate the application of existing 
guidelines and codes of practice for sustainable land 
and water management in a targetted manner to 
landowners and residents across the Shire 

Commenced 
 
  

ongoing  
 
  

ongoing ongoing 

Develop a Water Management Action Plan, to outline 
actions to reduce water use form council’s operations.  
Areas to address include: recycled and harvested water, 
stormwater impacts,  water sensitive design, flood 
management, monitoring and regulation for domestic 
wastewater systems, policy and plans of relevant 
agency stakeholders  

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding Commenced 

     

 
 
 
 


