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1. Background 

The Macedon Ranges Shared Trails Feasibility Studies project was funded by Council in the 
2017/18 year ($100,000) and has considered a number of opportunities for shared trails 
throughout the Macedon Ranges and onto Daylesford (Tylden): 

 Daylesford to Hanging Rock Trail – inclusive of Woodend and Kyneton 

 Macedon Ranges Trail – Riddells Creek to Woodend 

The purpose of the studies is to outline the feasibility of on and off road shared trail route 
options, including benefits, costs to develop and maintain, as well as outlining staged 
components that are project ready. 

Considering the variability of trails proposed and the potential route options to be investigated, 
consultation was a key component of this project to ensure stakeholders are informed and have 
the opportunity to discuss the project with both Council and the consultants. 

Council appointed TRC Tourism Pty Ltd, in February 2018.  TRC are well regarded in the trail 
planning industry having been recognised with a number of awards for past projects.  They have 
considerable relevant experience, undertaking a number or large studies both here and in New 
Zealand. 

As a key part of the Macedon Ranges Shared Trails Feasibility Studies, broad consultation 
guided by Council’s Consultation Framework was undertaken. The purpose of this report it to 
provide a summary of this consultation. 

 

2. Summary of Early Stakeholder Engagement 

 13 February 2018 -  Contract C18.924 for the Macedon Ranges Shared Trails Feasibility 
Studies was awarded to TRC Tourism. 

 9 March 2018 - project mobilisation meeting between TRC Tourism and Council officers. 

 12-16 March 2018 - TRC Tourism carried out initial field works and commenced early 
engagement with community group stakeholders, including telephone calls and one on one 
meetings. 

 March to August 2018 – ongoing engagement with land management authorities VicRoads, 
VLine and Victrack seeking in principle agreement for the development of the trails. 

 9 April to 4 May 2018 - ‘Have your say’ article published on Council’s website advising of 
the project (related article appears in the local newspapers 17 April 2018).  Interested 
persons asked to register their interest as a result 34 respondents were added to the project 
stakeholder contact list. 

 19 April 2018 - Project Control Group (PCG) consisting of Council officers from across 
relevant Council departments, met with the consultants to discuss identified alignment 
options, this included offering preferred trail alignments based on best experience.  The 
PCG gave in principle support of the preferred trail alignments offered. 

 May to August 2018 - Letters (548) were sent out to adjoining land owners along the 
identified preferred trail alignments, followed by contact from the consultants where the 
preferred trail route required their agreement, or was requested by the land owner. 

 17 October 2018 - interim draft studies provided to Council, outlining the direction the 
studies are taking, based on feedback received to date and as well as looking to provide the 
best trail experience for users. 
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3. Draft Studies 

The Draft Macedon Ranges Shared Trails Feasibility Studies were endorsed by Council on the 
19 December 2018, to proceed to broad community consultation. 

 

4. Public Exhibition of Draft Studies 

The four-week public exhibition period for the draft studies ran from the 25 February to 25 March 
2019, with public exhibition promotion methods including: 

Nov 2018 Council newsletter article Shire Life 

12/2/19 Bulletin article Councillor Bulletin 

15/2/19 Project posters distributed across the Shire Council poster run 

18/2/19 Letters to adjoining land owners (x 548) via Australia Post 

21/2/19 Email to stakeholder contact list  

25/2/19 Media release Local newspapers 

25/2/19 Website article  

- have your say 

- online survey 

MRSC website 

25/2/19 Social media post with promotional video MRSC Facebook and 
Instagram pages 

25/2/19 Draft study documents, map, posters, fliers, and 
paper surveys on display 

at all Council service centres 

2/3/19 Market stall for face to face consultation (including 
youth ambassadors) 

Woodend Farmers Market 

14/3/19 Social media boost post MRSC Facebook and 
Instagram pages 

 

Formal submissions were accepted via completing the online survey on Council’s ‘Have Your 
Say’ webpage (paper copies of survey were also available) with people also able to provide a 
written submission should they wish. 

 

5. Summary of Formal Feedback 

Online surveys completed: 378 

Written submissions:  47 

 

6. Summary of Other Feedback 

Social media posts:    100 people posted comments  

Woodend Community Farmers Market: the market stall was well received, and provided 
the community with another avenue of obtaining 
information on the project  
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7. Overall Key Feedback Themes and Issues 

Key Feedback Themes - Overall Comment / Action 

95% (312 of 357) of survey 
respondents in support of shared 
trails 

Clarify “high level” nature of feasibility and the 
role of the studies to have the trails “project 
ready”. Detailed investigations will be funded 
as part of detailed design and construction. 

Once sections of trail are funded detailed 
design phase will also include further 
consultation with adjoining land owners on any 
detailed concerns. 

Further consideration of 
equestrian usage along all trail 
sections 

Opportunity identified along disused rail line 
with availability of trail head (Carlsruhe 
Station) and width to provide equestrian trail 
next to cycling/walking trail (generally 
unencumbered). 

Include in studies some further information 
around considerations undertaken. 

Further consideration of trail 
surface/material 

Preferred surface is 3m wide asphalt, however 
there will be some sections where another 
surface will be more suitable (which will be 
identified during detailed design) or the trail 
may be narrower in some sections. 

3m provides safety for all users – fast cyclists, 
recreational cyclists, wheel chairs, motorised 
scooters, walkers. 

Need for environmental impact 
consideration when developing 
trails 

Will happen at detailed design stage. 
 
 

Tourism v’s local focus and 
spending Council $’s to build and 
maintain trails 

The majority of the funding for construction of 
the trails will come from Federal and State 
Government. 

Prime purpose of trails is for people – both 
visitors and residents – with that will come 
economic, health and social benefits. 

Key Feedback Themes - Overall Comment / Action 

Some concerns around shared 
trail principle of mixing 
pedestrians/cyclists/horses 

Emphasise low volume nature of the trails and 
width allowance which will limit any conflicts 
that are more perceived than experienced on 
similar low volume trails (ie Murray to 
Mountains Trail). 
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Suggestions for inclusion of 
amenities and other supporting 
facilities and landscaping along 
the trails 

Construction of toilet facilities already included 
at Carlsruhe trail head. 

Existing toilet facilities available in each of the 
townships (with sections of trail between towns 
being less than 10km). 

Other supporting facilities and landscaping will 
be determined during detailed design. 

Advisory signage at trail heads and along the 
way will advise of availability of supporting 
facilities. 

Facilities include – toilets, rubbish bins, 
drinking water, doggy bags. 

Unsealed roads along the trails 
should be sealed as part of the 
project, no cost to adjoining land 
owners 

Subject to funding for that section, where a 
road requires sealing in relation to the project, 
it will be funded by the project. 

 

Consider linking trails to Romsey 
and Lancefield 

Has been identified as being possible in the 
future, make reference to this in the studies.  

 
8. Key Feedback Themes and Issues by Trail Section 

1. Woodend to Hanging Rock  Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 1 by community) 

Concern regarding the on road short 
term option, including safety of users 

Concerns acknowledged. 

Provide appropriate signage and 
information for users. 

Consider traffic calming measures. 

Preference for an off road trail to 
Hanging Rock, suggestions for 
Council to consider all options to 
make this happen sooner rather than 
later 

Short term priority to develop the trail into 
Braemar College, include costings for this in 
the studies. 

Medium to long term a separate plan to be 
developed for continuing this trail off road. 

2. Woodend to Macedon Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 2 by community) 

69% (237 of 343) of survey 
respondents prefer trail alignment 
option one, along the railway line and 
not along Black Forest Drive 

Option 1 (along railway line) provides a 
better trail experience. 
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8 written submissions received 
supporting trail alignment option two, 
along the eastern side of Black 
Forest Drive 

Potential for future spur/loop along Black 
Forest Drive to be noted in the studies using 
the information already developed.  

Short term look to advocate to VicRoads 
regarding improving cycling use on road. 

3. Kyneton to Woodend Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 3 by community) 

Concern regarding the Dunbars Road 
area and water inundation 

 

Hoopells Lane identified as an alternative 
alignment.  

Final alignment to be determined at detailed 
design subject to assessment, engineering, 
best trail experience and further 
consultation with adjoining land owners. 

Concern around tree protection with 
trail alignment along the Woodend 
Avenue of Honour 

 

Final alignment and trail materials to be 
considered at detailed design. 

Emphasise protection of trees and respect 
of avenue a priority within studies. 

4. Macedon to New Gisborne Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 4 by community) 

57% (194 of 339) of survey 
respondents prefer trail alignment 
along Norton Road and not along the 
Macedon Avenue of Honour and Mt 
Macedon Road 

Option 1 (Norton Road) provides better 
experience. 

Potential for future spur/loop along 
Macedon Avenue of Honour and Mt 
Macedon Road to be noted using existing 
information.  

Further consideration of 
environmental impacts along Norton 
Road 

Environmental assessment to be done 
during detailed design phase. 

Significant black berry infestation noted, 
clean up works could be included in the 
project. 

Alternate alignment options available in this 
vicinity (ie. along southern side of road or 
seal the road). 

Suggestion that formal trail along 
Norton Road will prevent some of the 
existing off road usage issues 
currently experienced in the area 

Noted. 
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5. Carlsruhe to Tylden Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 5 by community) 

Concerns from landowners along 
disused railway line around having 
the trail dissect their farming property, 
requests for further consultation with 
land owners 

Detailed design phase will consider final 
trail alignment and components in 
consultation with adjoining land owners. 

Consider sealing Carlsruhe Station Road to 
the old station as part of the project. 

Suggestions for an alternate 
alignment to be investigated instead 
of using the disused railway line 

Potential for a future spur into the Tylden 
township to be noted in study.  

6. New Gisborne to Riddells Creek Comment / Action 
(Rated development priority 6 by community) 

Particular interest shown in using this 
trail for commuting purposes 

Noted. 

Improvement of grass lands environment to 
be included as part of project (i.e. remove 
blackberries, rubble, provide interpretation 
etc.) 

Consider linking Riddells Creek to the 
existing Romsey/Lancefield path 

Has been identified as being possible in the 
future, make reference to this in the studies.  
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9. Summary of Survey Results  

378 responses 49% of respondents were aged 35 - 49 

   19% of respondents were aged 50 - 59 

   56% of respondents were female 
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95% of respondents support the development of shared trails in the Macedon Ranges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 72% of respondents were interested in walking and cycling the proposed trails, followed by 
those interested in using them for family and leisure activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 61% of respondents were not members of any formal group that participates in running, 
walking, cycling or equestrian activities. 

 

Woodend to Macedon section 69% of respondents prefer Option 1 as the preferred trail alignment, 
along the railway line and not along Blackforest Drive. 

 

Macedon to New Gisborne section 57% of respondents prefer Option 1 as the preferred trail 
alignment, along Norton Road and not along Mount Macedon Road. 
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Trail section development priority:    Weighted Score 

1 Woodend to Hanging Rock     4.16 

2 Woodend to Macedon      4.13 

3 Kyneton to Woodend      3.68 

4 Macedon to New Gisborne     3.34 

5 Carlsruhe to Tylden (and on to Daylesford)   3.05 

6 New Gisborne to Riddells Creek    2.64 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

211 respondents provided additional comments and suggestions: 

  44% (92) were suggestions or feedback that was neither positive nor negative in nature 

  43% (91) were supportive and positive in nature 

10% (22) were in support of including equestrian usage 

3% (6) were unsupportive and negative in nature 

 

74 people have opted in to receive future project updates 
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10. Summary of Written Submissions  

46 community submissions received  

4 people requested further follow up contact 

2 people opted in to receive future project updates 
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MACEDON RANGES SHARED TRAILS FEASIBILITY STUDIES 
Summary of submissions received on DRAFTS during public exhibition period 25 Feb to 25 March 

2019 

NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

1 resident Suggest putting a path 
down Nursery Road to 
connect with existing path 
that ends near the railway 
bridge.  A path along the 
eastern side of Black 
Forest Drive would be good 
as well and give people 
access to the town and 
train station via Corks Rd. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.  Suggested opportunities 
could be considered at that time. 

    
 

2 former Bike Safe Macedon 
Ranges member 

When he was a member of 
BSMR they developed a 
study including costings for 
a proposed link from 
Gisborne to Riddells Creek, 
forwarded a copy of the 
document in the email. 
They were advised against 
using VicTrack land at the 
time due to the high risk 
mitigation infrastructure that 
would be required.  The 
other aspect is that it would 
only support people at the 
end points, and not those 
who live along the trail - 
people live adjacent roads 
not rail way lines. 

Bike Safe Macedon Ranges were 
included as part of the project early 
stakeholder consultation.  VicTrack 
and VLine have been consulted during 
the feasibility study process and will 
continue working with Council if or 
when funding becomes available for 
the implementation and development 
of trail sections. 

    
 

3 resident Does not support the 
shared trails being 
developed. Concerns 
include disruption to wildlife 
and degradation of their 
habitat, walkers do not mix 
with cyclists and has 
provided a copy of a 
research paper labelled 
'Shared paths - the issues" 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, environmental impact 
assessments will be undertaken as 
part of detailed design.  It is proposed 
that the nature of trails proposed will 
be of low volume, with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived than 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (ie. Murray to Mountains Trail). 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

4  resident Excellent idea, will horses 
be allowed? 

Equestrian usage of the shared trails 
has been considered as part of the 
feasibility studies, however due to the 
narrowness of the available corridor 
and close proximity to active railway 
and roads in several locations on 
these routes, it is not proposed to 
cater for horse riding along all trail 
sections. Rather the proposed 'rail 
trail' section from Carlsruhe to 
Daylesford has been identified as 
being better able to provide for safer 
horse riding experience.  Council's 
Sports and Active Recreation Strategy 
2018-2028 recommends Council 
facilitate an Equestrian Facilities Plan 
in conjunction with equine clubs, 
groups and associations to determine 
amongst other things, opportunities to 
establish safe trail riding locations in 
collaboration with other land 
management agencies. 

    
 

5 business owner In favour of trail 
development along Black 
Forest Drive, and provided 
suggestions for trail links 
and other infrastructure 
around Macedon. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.  Suggested opportunities 
could be considered at that time. 

    
 

6 resident Boundary Road Lives on Boundary Rd and 
would like to see the path 
go across country to 
Hanging Rock to provide 
users a better and safer 
experience.  Has outlined 
concerns regarding safety 
and the narrow nature of 
Boundary Road. 

The section of trail from Woodend to 
Hanging Rock has been identified by 
the community as the number one 
priority for development, whilst the 
best trail experience would be offered 
via an off road trail to Hanging Rock, 
further investigation of this option is 
required. 

    
 

7 resident New Gisborne Submission provided as 
part of submission to the 
New Gisborne business 
park proposal, supports the 
development of trail 
between New Gisborne and 
Riddells Creek. 

The section of trail from New Gisborne 
to Riddells Creek has been identified 
by the community as priority 6 of 6 for 
development. A possible future trail 
spur from the preferred alignment into 
Gisborne has been identified as part 
of the studies. 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

8 resident New Gisborne Moved to the area 20 years 
ago, believe the equestrian 
trails in the Macedon 
Ranges area a magnificent 
attribute that need to be 
preserved and enhanced. 

Equestrian usage of the shared trails 
has been considered as part of the 
feasibility studies, however due to the 
narrowness of the available corridor 
and close proximity to active railway 
and roads in several locations on 
these routes, it is not proposed to 
cater for horse riding along all trail 
sections. Rather the proposed 'rail 
trail' section from Carlsruhe to 
Daylesford has been identified as 
being better able to provide for safer 
horse riding experience.  Council's 
Sports and Active Recreation Strategy 
2018-2028 recommends Council 
facilitate an Equestrian Facilities Plan 
in conjunction with equine clubs, 
groups and associations to determine 
amongst other things, opportunities to 
establish safe trail riding locations in 
collaboration with other land 
management agencies. 

    
 

9 resident Blackforest Drive Supportive of a shared trail 
being developed along 
Blackforest Drive. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.  Suggested opportunities 
could be considered at that time. 

    
 

10 resident Blackforest Drive Supportive of a shared trail 
being developed along 
Blackforest Drive. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.  Suggested opportunities 
could be considered at that time. 

    
 

11 Plantation manager Requested further 
information on available 
mapping and off road trail 
preference. 

Further consultation required if/when 
sections of trail are funded. 

    Follow up submission 
received 1 April, would like 
follow up consultation when 
project is at a stage of 
finalising trail locations near 
plantations. 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

12 resident Colwells Road Would like clearer language 
used in the final reports. 
Highlights that Colwells Rd 
is currently popular with 
pedestrians and seem to 
mix well with traffic, 
however when cyclists ride 
in groups along this road 
the sharing of a narrow 
road surface leads to 
frustration which is not 
conducive to road safety.  
Suggest the plan should 
proceed by removing 
vegetation, acquiring 
adjacent land or redirecting 
the route. 

The final reports will make clear the 
preferred trail route alignments, and 
the section of trail from Woodend to 
Hanging Rock has been identified by 
the community as the number one 
priority for development, whilst the 
best trail experience would be offered 
via an off road trail to Hanging Rock, 
further investigation of this option is 
required. 

    
 

13 Coliban Water Comprehensive submission 
outlining Coliban Water's 
interest in the Daylesford 
(Tylden) to Woodend and 
Kyneton rail trail.  In 
support of recreation 
activities on public land in 
their water catchment area 
as long as they are done in 
a way so as not to the 
detriment of the 
catchment's water supply, 
look forward to working with 
Council if/when the trails 
are funded. 

Further consultation required if/when 
sections of trail are funded. 

    
 

14 resident Macedon In full support of the 
alternate Blackforest Drive 
alignment, with benefits 
outlined as well as a copy 
of a previous proposal to 
Council. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.  Suggested opportunities 
could be considered at that time. 

    
 

15 resident Macedon Raised concerns over the 
trail surface, and wants to 
make sure if Council 
invests in the trails that the 
path construction is of a 
high quality. 

When funded the quality of path 
construction will be determined as part 
of detailed design, and procurement 
quality assurance processes. 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

16 resident Trentham Family connections along 
the disused railway line 
(Tylden to Carlsruhe 
section), in opposition to 
this alignment and has 
suggested an alternate 
route be considered. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, further consultation will 
occur with adjacent landowners along 
the disused railway line.  Detailed 
design phase will look to incorporate 
suitable components as part of the 
project in consultation with land 
owners to ensure existing adjoining 
land use endeavours can continue, 
and any concerns addressed. 

    
 

17 residents Gisborne  In support of shared trails, 
have made a 
comprehensive submission 
around trail possibilities at 
Gisborne and the 'Gisborne 
Futures' project. 

Support of shared trails in the 
Macedon Ranges noted. The section 
of trail from New Gisborne to Riddells 
Creek has been identified by the 
community as priority 6 of 6 for 
development.  A possible future trail 
spur from the proposed preferred 
alignment into Gisborne has been 
identified in the studies, further 
opportunities could be considered at 
that time. 

    
 

18 resident Blackforest Drive In support of a shared trail 
being developed along 
Blackforest Drive. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.   

    
 

19 resident (off) Blackforest 
Drive 

In support of a shared trail 
being developed along 
Blackforest Drive. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.   

  
 

  

20   In support of the shared 
trails. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

21 resident Norton Road Does not object to shared 
trails as long as they are for 
pedestrians and cyclists, 
raised concerns around the 
existing 4WD and 
motorbike use in this area 
and that this may increase.   
Also concerned about the 
significant roadside 
vegetation in this area. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, environmental impact 
assessments will be undertaken as 
part of detailed design.  It is proposed 
that the nature of trails proposed will 
discourage motorised vehicle use and 
be of low volume, with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived than 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (i.e. Murray to Mountains Trail). 

    
 

22 resident near the Old 
Carlsruhe Station 

Raised concerns around 
the development of a trail 
near their property, 
including issues that would 
be picked up in detailed 
design.  Requested further 
contact. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, environmental impact 
assessments will be undertaken as 
part of detailed design.  It is proposed 
that the nature of trails proposed will 
discourage motorised vehicle use and 
be of low volume, with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived than 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (i.e. Murray to Mountains Trail).      

23 resident Riddells Creek In support of the shared 
trails, would be a fantastic 
and much needed 
recreational and tourism 
asset to the Macedon 
Ranges 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
ACTIONS 

24 equestrian enthusiast Why are horses not 
mentioned in the draft 
studies? 

Equestrian usage of the shared trails 
has been considered as part of the 
feasibility studies, however due to the 
narrowness of the available corridor 
and close proximity to active railway 
and roads in several locations on 
these routes, it is not proposed to 
cater for horse riding along all trail 
sections. Rather the proposed 'rail 
trail' section from Carlsruhe to 
Daylesford has been identified as 
being better able to provide for safer 
horse riding experience.  Council's 
Sports and Active Recreation Strategy 
2018-2028 recommends Council 
facilitate and Equestrian Facilities 
Plan in conjunction with equine clubs, 
groups and associations to determine 
amongst other things, opportunities to 
establish safe trail riding locations in 
collaboration with other land 
management agencies. 

    
 

25 resident Trentham Family connections along 
the disused railway line, in 
opposition to this alignment 
and has suggested an 
alternate route be 
considered as part of a 
comprehensive submission. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, environmental impact 
assessments will be undertaken as 
part of detailed design.  It is proposed 
that the nature of trails proposed will 
discourage motorised vehicle use and 
be of low volume, with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived than 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (i.e. Murray to Mountains Trail). 

    
 

26 Gisborne Bushwalking Club Submission on behalf of the 
Gisborne Bushwalking 
Club, in support of the 
shared trails.  Would like to 
be included on the 
stakeholder contact list. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, environmental impact 
assessments will be undertaken as 
part of detailed design.  It is proposed 
that the nature of trails proposed will 
discourage motorised vehicle use and 
be of low volume, with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived than 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (i.e. Murray to Mountains Trail). 
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NO. INTEREST/ORGANISATION 
SUBMISSION 
COMMENTS SUMMARY 

CONSIDERATION / RESPONSE / 
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27 resident Noonan Grove 
Woodend 

In support of the shared 
trails, however would much 
prefer Council spend its 
money on sealing his road 
before spending it on 
walking trails. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. 

    
 

28 resident Riddells Creek In support of the shared 
trails, especially the 
Riddells Creek to Gisborne 
trail. 

The section of trail from New Gisborne 
to Riddells Creek has been identified 
by the community as priority 6 of 6 for 
development.  A possible future trail 
spur from the proposed preferred 
alignment into Gisborne has been 
identified in the studies.   

    
 

29 resident Dunbars Road Overall in support of the 
trails concept, however 
feels there could be other 
projects that would better 
serve the local community. 
Sees the majority of users 
being people from out of 
town with the locals left to 
pay the maintenance costs. 
Raises several concerns 
around the Dunbars Road 
and Carlsruhe Station area. 
Would like further follow up 
contact. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjoining land owners in 
the Dunbars Road area.   Hoopells 
Lane has been identified as an 
alternate alignment.  Final alignment 
to be determined at detailed design 
subject to further assessment, 
engineering, best trail experience and 
further consultation with adjoining land 
owners. Request for further contact 
undertaken. 

  
  

30 regular visitors to the 
Macedon Ranges 

Regular visitors to the 
Macedon Ranges, cycling 
enthusiasts who are in 
support of the proposed 
trails in the Macedon 
Ranges.  Detailed 
submission, have provided 
some feedback in regards 
to their experience with 
trails. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. 
Suggested assessments and 
infrastructure inclusions will be 
considered during detailed design 
if/when funding for implementation 
and development becomes available. 
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31 resident Trentham Family connections along 
the disused railway line, in 
opposition to this alignment 
and has suggested an 
alternate route be 
considered as part of a 
comprehensive submission. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjacent landowners along 
the disused railway line.  Detailed 
design phase will look to incorporate 
suitable components as part of the 
project in consultation with land 
owners to ensure existing adjoining 
land use endeavours can continue, 
and any concerns addressed.   A 
possible future trail spur from the 
proposed preferred alignment into 
Tylden has been identified in the 
studies, further opportunities could be 
considered at that time. 

    
 

32 resident Carlsruhe Was involved in the early 
consultation as a land 
owner along the disused 
railway line.  Raised some 
general points around trail 
usage, encouraged to see 
trails will cater for all ages 
and dogs on leash, not in 
favour of horse use. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjacent landowners along 
the disused railway line.  Detailed 
design phase will look to incorporate 
suitable components as part of the 
project in consultation with land 
owners to ensure existing adjoining 
land use endeavours can continue, 
and any concerns addressed.   
Further consideration of equestrian 
use will occur at detailed design. 

    
 

33 resident Woodend Provided detailed 
submission giving 
comments on the overall 
trails, as well as comments 
specific to the two identified 
trails.  Would like to see 
links into various towns. 

Possible future trail spurs into towns 
has been considered and identified in 
some areas as part of the studies. 
Suggested infrastructure inclusions 
and other considerations will be 
determined during detailed design 
when funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections. 

    
 

34 resident Riddells Creek Delighted to see Council 
starting to have some long 
term thought in this regard, 
keen cyclist, in support of 
the shared trails, in 
particular the Riddells 
Creek to New Gisborne 
section. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. The 
section of trail from New Gisborne to 
Riddells Creek has been identified by 
the community as priority 6 of 6 for 
development.  A possible future trail 
spur from the proposed preferred 
alignment into Gisborne has been 
identified in the studies.       
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35 resident along disused 
railway line 

Spoke to consultants during 
early consultation. 
Concerns are around the 
impacts of having the trail 
dissect their farming 
property.  Has requested 
further follow up 
discussions. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjacent landowners along 
the disused railway line.  Detailed 
design phase will look to incorporate 
suitable components as part of the 
project in consultation with land 
owners to ensure existing adjoining 
land use endeavours can continue, 
and any concerns addressed.  Further 
contact undertaken. 

    
 

36 resident Russells Road 
Woodend 

Has concerns around the 
Donovans / Russells / 
Crows and Dunbars Road 
trail alignment. Feels this 
alignment is unsuitable and 
an alternative route should 
be investigated. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjoining land owners in 
the Dunbars Road area.   Hoopells 
Lane has been identified as an 
alternate alignment.  Final alignment 
to be determined at detailed design 
subject to further assessment, 
engineering, best trail experience and 
further consultation with adjoining land 
owners.  

    
 

37 resident Shannon Court Support shared trail 
between Woodend and 
Macedon along Blackforest 
Drive. 

237 of 343 (69%) responding to 
survey prefer trail alignment option 1 
via Middle Gully Road not option 2 
along Blackforest Drive.  A possible 
future trail spur/loop linking Woodend 
with Macedon along Black Forest 
Drive will remain as an option within 
the studies.   

    
 

38 resident Woodend Comprehensive 
submission, key themes of 
submission relate to 
community communication, 
waste of Council time and 
energy, shared trails are a 
fatally flawed concept, 
costings are wildly wrong, 
disagree with ratepayers 
money being spent on 
capital and maintenance 
costs. 

Broad community consultation has 
been undertaken in regards to the 
draft studies in line with Council's 
Consultation Framework. 
Acknowledge not in support of the 
trails, however 95% of survey 
respondents support the development 
of shared trails in the Macedon 
Ranges. It is expected that the 
majority of funding for construction of 
the trails will come from State and/or 
Federal Government. 
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39 resident Donovans Lane 
Woodend 

Riased concerns around 
trail proposed for Parkers 
Lane and Donovans Road.  
Requested further follow up 
discussions. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjoining land owners in 
the Dunbars Road area.   Hoopells 
Lane has been identified as an 
alternate alignment.  Final alignment 
to be determined at detailed design 
subject to further assessment, 
engineering, best trail experience and 
further consultation with adjoining land 
owners. Request for additional contact 
undertaken. 

    
 

40 resident Macedon Comprehensive 
submission, key themes 
relate to planning scheme 
zones and overlays along 
the trails, trails would bring 
destructive mass/over-
tourism to the Macedon 
Ranges and environmental 
impacts.  Does not support 
the development of trails. 

Acknowledged not in support of the 
trails. Prime purpose of trails is for 
people - both visitors and residents - 
with that will bring economic benefit. 
When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, further consultation and 
assessments will occur at detailed 
design phase. 

    
 

41 resident Woodend Not supportive of 
ratepayers paying an 
annual maintenance 
amount for a trail that will 
be predominantly used by 
tourists.  A separate track 
for horse riders is 
necessary, shared walking 
and cycling tracks are 
fraught with danger, 
evidenced Yarra City 
Council example. 

It is expected that the majority of 
funding for construction of the trails 
will come from State and/or Federal 
Government. Prime purpose of trails is 
for people - both visitors and residents 
- with that will bring economic benefit. 
When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail sections, further consultation, 
assessments and permit requirements 
will occur during detailed design.  It is 
proposed that the nature of the trails 
proposed with appropriate 
infrastructure and width allowance 
aiming to limit any conflicts which 
appear to be more perceived that 
experienced on similar low volume 
trails (ie. Murray to Mountains Trail). 

    
 

42 resident Woodend and 
cycling advocate 

Comprehensive 
submission, key themes 
include benefit to the 
community, benefit to the 
local environment, benefit 
to heritage planning, rural 
aesthetics, and the 
Hanging Rock trail.  In 
support of the shared trails. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges and other 
considerations outlined in submission 
noted. The section of trail from 
Woodend to Hanging Rock has been 
identified by the community as the 
number one priority for development, 
whilst the best trail experience would 
be offered via an off road trail to 
Hanging Rock, further investigation of 
this option is required. 
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43 resident Riddells Creek and 
involved in Scouts 

Thinks the shared trails are 
a brilliant idea, and as part 
of the scout movement 
sees many benefits, cannot 
wait to see it started. 

Support of shared trail development 
and possible benefits to the Scouting 
movement within the Macedon 
Ranges noted. 

    
 

44 Macedon Ranges Residents 
Association 

Comprehensive 
submission, MRRA does 
not support the shared 
trails feasibility studies or 
the trails proposed in them.  
Numerous points of 
concern raised. 

Broad community consultation has 
been undertaken in regards to the 
draft studies in line with Council's 
Consultation Framework. 
Acknowledge not in support of the 
trails. The purpose of the studies is to 
provide a high level feasibility to have 
the trails 'project ready'. It is expected 
that the majority of funding for 
construction of the trails will come 
from State and/or Federal 
Government.  When funding becomes 
available for implementation and 
development of trail sections, detailed 
design will incorporate further 
consultation, assessments and permit 
requirements at that time. 

    
 

45 resident Russells Road 
Woodend 

Submission relates to the 
section of trail between 
Carlsruhe and Woodend 
(Russells and Dunbars 
Road) and concerns 
around environment and 
water inundation that is 
experienced in this area. 

When funding becomes available for 
implementation and development of 
trail section, further consultation will 
occur with adjoining land owners in 
the Dunbars Road area.   Hoopells 
Lane has been identified as an 
alternate alignment.  Final alignment 
to be determined at detailed design 
subject to further assessment, 
engineering, best trail experience and 
further consultation with adjoining land 
owners. 

    
 

46 resident Mount Macedon Submission/survey includes 
map showing trail links, 40 
years’ experience as author 
writing walking guides, 
focus of feedback is to 
create links to existing trail 
with the trails proposed, 
which would make the 
Macedon Ranges a trail 
'mecca'. Add details to the 
stakeholder contact list. 

Support of shared trail development in 
the Macedon Ranges noted. Contact 
details added to the project 
stakeholder contact list. 

      

 

Note: 4 people requested follow up contact as part of their submission - TRC Tourism made contact 
with all whom had requested it. 


