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Council established the Section 
223 Committee pursuant to 
Section 86 of the Local 
Government Act on 18 April 
2007 for the purposes of 
hearing Submitters in 
accordance with Section 223 of 
the Local Government Act. 
 
 
Recording of Council Meetings: 
The recording of Council 
Meetings, either visually or by 
sound, or the taking of 
photographs in Council 
Meetings is not permitted 
without first obtaining the 
consent of Council or the 
Chairperson. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
The Mayor, Cr Pearce, opened the meeting with an Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
 
1.         PRESENT 
 
Cr Henry Bleeck East Ward 
Cr Natasha Gayfer East Ward 
Cr Bill West East Ward 
Cr Mandi Mees (Deputy Mayor) South Ward 
Cr Helen Radnedge South Ward 
Cr Roger Jukes West Ward 
Cr Janet Pearce (Mayor) West Ward 

 
In Attendance 
Ms Margot Stork Chief Executive Officer 
Mr John Hausler Director Corporate Services 
Ms Angela Hughes Director Planning and Environment 
Ms Lauren Reader Coordinator Governance  
 
2.  APOLOGIES 

 
Cr Jennifer Anderson West Ward 
Cr Andrew Twaits South Ward 
 
Ms Karen Stevens Director Community Wellbeing 
   
3. DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
The Mayor, Cr Pearce, declared a direct conflict of interest in relation to the item regarding the 
proposed traffic alteration at Farrell and Station Street, New Gisborne, which Cr Pearce had 
provided to the CEO in writing prior to the meeting. 
 
It was moved by Cr Bleeck and seconded by Cr Jukes that Cr Mees be appointed 
Chairperson of the Section 223 Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 16 October 
2019. 
 
            CARRIED 
 
7.02pm Cr Pearce left the chamber and did not return.  
   Cr Mees assumed the Chair. 
 
It was moved by Cr Jukes and seconded by Cr West that the Committee suspend 
standing orders to hear from submitters. 
 
            CARRIED 
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4. HEARING OF SUBMITTERS IN RESPECT OF PROPOSED TRAFFIC ALTERATION 
AT FARRELL AND STATION STREET, NEW GISBORNE 

 
Synopsis: 
 
In September 2019, Council advertised in the local paper and Government Gazette the 
proposal to alter traffic movement at the intersection of Farrell Street and Station Street, New 
Gisborne.    
 
A Section 223 Committee Meeting was convened to consider the submissions received in 
relation to altering traffic movement at the intersection of Farrell Street and Station Street, New 
Gisborne and provide opportunity for submitters to make a verbal presentation in support of 
their written submission.  

 
 
Submission 1 
 
Submitter 1 addressed the Committee and noted their concerns with the proposal to alter 
traffic movement at the intersection, making the following points:  
 

 There is a need to address traffic turning left into Farrell Street, which has been shown to 
be a problem area, used by non-residents as a “rat run”. 

 Further options should be considered by Council in relation to the intersection.  

 Alternatively, Council should consider blocking traffic at Saunders Road. 

 Farrell Street could be blocked at the residential section of road. 

 The construction of the new business park will attract a lot of traffic. 

 Additional houses are being built in the area and additional drivers will use the road. 

 Traffic lights will address some issues, but drivers will continue to take short cuts. 

 The submitter’s main concern is the safety of elderly residents, and children on bicycles, 
who use the road in the absence of a footpath. 

 
Submission 2 
 
Submitter 2 addressed the Committee and noted their preference for the intersection to remain 
in its present form, making the following points:  
 

 The submitter is a resident who uses the road and is also a bicycle user. 

 The submitter has no issue with the way the intersection is in its present form.  

 Council should consider leaving the intersection in its present form until the traffic lights 
take effect and then determine whether there are any issues. 

 If the current proposal proceeds, the submitter believes residents in Farrell Street and 
nearby streets will be forced to use Saunders Road.  

 Additionally, those attending the aged care centre and the medical centre will be forced to 
turn left onto Saunders road and perform a ‘U-turn’. 

 The submitter does not believe the problems are currently significant enough to warrant 
Council spending money on the intersection. 

 The submitter suggests Council wait and see if there is a problem with traffic flow once the 
major intersection works are done. 
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Submission 3 
 
Submitter 3 addressed the Committee and noted their concerns with the proposal to alter 
traffic movement at the intersection, making the following points:  
 

 The submitter is an affected business owner and has concerns regarding the proposal as 
traffic will be forced to turn left. Drivers will have to wait at traffic lights, travel down to the 
roundabout, turn around and head north, travelling back past the business they have just 
left. 

 The proposal will also negatively affect those people accessing the nearby aged care 
facility. 

 The proposed closure will also affect traffic on the small roads that feed into Farrell street, 
and will increase traffic levels and travel times. 

 At present, the management of traffic during peak hour is in the hands of the school 
crossing supervisor at New Gisborne primary school. 

 
It was moved by Cr Jukes and seconded by Cr Gayfer that the Committee resume 
standing orders. 

CARRIED 
 
Officer Recommendations: 
 
1. That the Section 223 Committee note the submissions received and the verbal 

presentations in support of those submissions. 
  
2. That consideration of and responses to the submissions be referred to the 

Ordinary Council meeting of 27 November 2019. 
 
3. That recommendations be prepared, based on all relevant information, including 

the submissions received, for consideration and determination at the Ordinary 
Council meeting on 27 November 2019. 

 
 
It was moved by Cr Gayfer and seconded by Cr Bleeck that the Officer 
Recommendations be adopted. 

   
CARRIED 

 
The meeting closed at 7.23 pm 

 
Cr Mandi Mees, Chairperson 

 


