
Have your say
What are your thoughts on the Potential Responses?

What do you think about increasing the density of new development?

What other strategies are needed to revive Main Street?

Settlement Principles

The Settlement boundary should be guided by the
following principles:

• Locate development away from areas of high bushfire
risk

• Locate development to minimise the impact on the
flood plain.

• Link new development into the existing town structure
with permeable, walkable links to the town centre.

Potential Responses

Main Street

Romsey’s Main Street would benefit from the following
actions:

• Conserve and protect existing Main Street heritage
features including street trees, bluestone kerbs and
asphalt footpaths.

• Improve the distribution, quality, and energy
performance of lighting within Main Street, including
pedestrian areas.

• In coordination with Regional Roads Victoria (RRV),
review and edit redundant traffic and directional
signage to reduce the amount of visual clutter.

• Remove or replace outdated treated pine traffic
control barriers in Main St.

• Review the location and orientation of benches to
ensure they are accessible, safe and amenable.

• Develop a set of design guidelines for Main Street
to create a consistent, high quality environment over
time.

• Advocate with RRV to plant a tall, broad canopy tree
in the roundabout at Barry Street to announce this
important entry and intersection.

Township Streetscapes and Character

More broadly, the township streetscapes and character
would benefit from:

• Respecting the valued elements of the town’s

neighbourhood character and reviewing the residential
guidelines.

• Incorporation of a continuous, safe and connected
walking and cycling network.

• Ensuring new street layouts, cross sections, materials,
and detailing reinforce the desired rural township
character. In residential areas, wherever possible,
implement street cross sections with swales and
WSUD treatments, or at the least low-profile kerb and
channel. Avoid the use of natural concrete barrier kerb
and channel and adopt asphalt or compacted gravel
foot and shared paths rather than concrete.

• Continuing to implement a coordinated street tree
planting program to improve Romsey’s identity,
attractiveness, biodiversity, and climate resilience.

Fire

• Focus new development to areas of lowest bushfire
risk.

• Optimum residential lot sizes for new development
outside of the current Romsey Outline Development
Plan to be in the range of 800 sqm - 1,200 sqm.

• Site vulnerable, hazardous and industrial uses away
from the township interface, including the north-east
and south-west interface areas of the township.

• Ensure setbacks for residential use/development
of 27-36 metres from grassland areas and 49-72
metres from woodland areas depending on the land
slope under vegetation. Comment: the lower figures
are applicable where the hazard is upslope of the
development which occurs to the north-west and
south-west.

• Ensure new development is designed to meet criteria
for BAL12.5 at a minimum, and preferably BAL-LOW
to meet criteria for excision from the Bushfire Prone
Area.

Flood

• Apply planning controls over flood prone land to
ensure that land subject to inundation is appropriately
identified and protected from the impacts of flooding
and the risks that this poses to people and buildings.

• Township structure is defined by the Lancefield-Melbourne Road
and Barry Street forming the main north-south and east-west axis.

• Five Mile Creek, Deep Creek and Dry Creek have been identified as
areas of Aboriginal Cultural Sensitivity.

• There are a number of post contact heritage sites that reinforce
the rural past and are significant in defining the character of the
township.

• The structure of the town reflects the age of development with an
historic grid pattern in the centre of town with lots of around 1,500
sqm+.

• Early 2000s curvilinear street network in the north-east with lots of
around 1,500 sqm.

• Newer development in the south with lots of around 800 – 1,000
sqm.

• Most housing in Romsey is detached resulting in less housing
diversity.

• Romsey is bushfire prone which is critical in planning future growth
of the town.

Like the character and community feel of the local area along with the
natural environment and the country/semi-country lifestyle. The need
for higher quality and more diverse housing types in the centre of town
along with a desire for a higher quality environment in the town centre
potentially including a town square was also highlighted. There was
a desire to see the existing industrial area relocated and to protect
entrances to the township.

• The urban structure of new development is dominated by cul-de-
sacs and curvilinear street patterns. This later pattern enables few
opportunities for connecting possible new areas to the town centre,
thereby locking in car dependence.

• Approximately 72% of people on properties within a theoretical five-
minute walk are able to access the town centre in five minutes.

• New civic and commercial buildings on Main Street could create a
stronger sense of containment, be built close to the street and offer
weather protection.

• New development should encourage walking, supported by safe and
level footpaths.

• New development should explore a wider variety of lot sizes.

• Many lots in Romsey are deep and capable of being subdivided
into smaller lots. These should be encouraged closer to the town
centre and open spaces with good urban design and architectural
character.

• A strong high quality public realm can assist in maintaining the
town’s valued character as it grows.

• Bushfire risk is summarised on the map. Lowest risk areas are to
the east of town; industrial uses should be located away from the
interface, including NE and SW interface areas of the town.
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